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Dayton Metro Library 
welcomes Michael D. 
Tubbs as its next So-
cial Justice Speaker in 
The Deeper the Roots 
– Striving for Universal 
Basic Income (UBI) on 
Thursday, September 5, 
in the Main Library’s 
Eichelberger Forum, 
from 6-7:30 pm.

Tubbs will discuss 
the importance of UBI, 
what it is, how it can 
benefit the U.S., and 
what we can do to im-
plement it. UBI is a 
proposition that the U.S. 
government give adult 
citizens a set amount of 
money without the basis 
of wealth or employ-
ment as a condition – in 

Learn the Value of UBI with 
Social Justice Speaker

Michael D. Tubbs 
hopes of reducing poverty 
and helping citizens meet 
their basic needs.

 At the age of 26, Tubbs 
was elected the Mayor of 
Stockton, CA, in 2016 – 
making him the city’s first 
Afro-American mayor and 
the youngest mayor of 
any major city in U.S. his-
tory. In 2021, he released 
his book, The Deeper the 
Roots: A Memoir of Hope 
and Home. Currently, 
Tubbs is the Special Advi-
sor to CA Governor Gavin 
Newsom for Economic 
Mobility and Opportu-
nity, founder of Mayors 
for Guaranteed Income 
(MGI), and founder of 
End Poverty in California 
(EPIC).

Sponsored by Friends of 
the Dayton Metro Library, 
the Social Justice Speaker 
Series aims to understand 
and demonstrate the ef-
fects of social justice in 
society, offering speakers 
who are unique, award-
winning professionals 
who discuss some of the 
most critical social justice 
issues of today by provid-
ing insight from their pro-
fessional fields and per-
sonal journeys.

For more information 
about Tubbs’ achieve-
ments and the Social Jus-
tice Speaker Series, visit 
DaytonMetroLibrary.org/
SocialJustice. Additional 
questions may also be di-
rected to the Library’s Ask 
Me Line at 937.463.2665.

DML is committed to 
providing access to all of 
our events. If you would 
like to request accommo-
dations for sign language 
interpretation, audio am-
plification, and/or lan-
guage translation please 
contact us through the 
method that best meets 
your needs. Additional 
accommodations may be 
available upon request. 
Advance notice is neces-
sary to arrange for some 
accessibility needs.

You can submit an Ac-
commodations Request on 
our website or call our Ask 
Me Line at 937.463.2665.

By Cherranda Smith
The first Monday of 

September marks the end 
of summer every year in 
the US. It’s also the day 
workers’ rights advocates 
pushed to formally recog-
nize the achievement and 
contributions of American 
laborers. 

The holiday was first 
celebrated in the early 
1880s by individual states 
before getting its national 
holiday title in 1894. At 
the time, Black people 
in the US were just years 
separated from slavery, in 
the throes of the Recon-
struction Era, and battling 
ongoing racial injustice in 
every aspect of life, espe-
cially the labor market. 
After being enslaved for 
generations, Black people 

Labor Day Black History: Honoring 
A.Philip Randolph and Black Labor 

Unions

fought –– and continue the 
fight –– to earn equal pay, 
workers’ rights, and more. 

One Black figure lead-
ing the way was Asa 
Philip Randolph who, in 
1925, began a decade-long 
crusade leading the Broth-
erhood of Sleeping Car 
Porters (BSCP), one of the 
nation’s first Black labor 
unions. The organization 
brought labor union ide-
als to thousands of Black 
households, and in 1935, 
became the first Black-
led labor organization 
certified by the American 
Federation of Labor as an 
exclusive collective bar-
gaining agent.

The BSCP had a mem-
bership of upwards of 
18,000 Black railway 
workers of the Pullman 

Company and fought 
against labor inequality, 
unfair wages, and poor 
working conditions car-
ried out by the Pullman 
Company which had ex-
ploited the situation of 
newly freed Black peo-
ple in search of employ-
ment opportunities.

Randolph was a native 
of Florida and attended 
the Cookman Institute, 
which is present-day 
Bethune-Cookman Uni-
versity. He also became 
a member of Phi Beta 
Sigma Fraternity, Incor-
porated and went on to 
organize the 1941 March 
on Washington for Jobs 
and Freedom which is 
credited with inspiring 
the nonviolent protest-

By Beth Anspach 
Contributing Writer

Two years ago, when 
Verdell Dawson of Day-
ton celebrated her 100th 
birthday, she said age is 
just a number. And that 
it tends to sneak up on a 
person.

Now on the eve of her 
102nd birthday, Dawson 
is looking forward to a 
more subdued celebra-
tion. And maybe birth-
day cake.

“I was born in Rush-
ville, Indiana on August 
30th in 1922 and moved 
to Dayton when I was 
12,” Dawson said. “My 
mother brought us here 
so she could get a better 
job.”

Her mother modeled 
a strong work ethic for 
Verdell and her brother 
Charles. She was also a 

The City of Dayton is 
reaching out to its resi-
dents for feedback on 
living in Dayton and 
their experiences with 
city government. The an-
nual Dayton Survey is 
being mailed to approxi-
mately 13,000 randomly 
selected households 
throughout late August 

102-year-old Dayton woman: ‘I 
Read Every Day and Exercise 

When I Can’

Verdell Dawson
single mother, a rarity in 
the 1930s and 40s. Hav-
ing lived through the sec-
ond World War, Dawson 
and her family also knew 
about cutting corners and 
making ends meet.

By the time Dawson 
was 16 years old, she was 
working at Wright-Patter-
son Air Force Base as a 
night clerk and going to 
Dunbar High School dur-
ing the day. After gradu-

ating in 1942, Dawson 
stayed at the base and 
worked full time.

“World War II had 
started, and the principal 
of Dunbar High School 
encouraged all of us with 
good grades to get better 
jobs,” Dawson said. “He 
encouraged us all to work 
as much as we could, even 
while in school.”

Dawson met her hus-
band-to-be, James Har-
old Dawson, at the base 
when she was 18. He was 
a truck driver and trans-
ported people all over the 
base during the war. They 
got married when Dawson 
was 20 and together, they 
had four children: Bar-
bara Mays, born in 1946; 
Bobby Dawson, in 1947; 
Beverly Dawson Boyd in 
1952 and Bruce Dawson 

Mother, Daughter Continue to 
Grow Lemonade Stand in Dayton

Zs Lemonade Stand can be found at Dayton Barbecue Com-
pany, The Munchin’ Buddha and Lounge 43.

By Natalie Jones
Joyous Johnson and her 

daughter, Ziya Mccullar, 
started a lemonade stand 
five years ago as some-
thing to do during the 
summer. After much suc-
cess, their business has 
grown into several part-
nerships in the Dayton 
region — the latest with 
Dayton Barbecue Com-
pany at Hidden Valley 
Orchards.

In 2019, Zs Lemonade 
Stand participated in its 
first pop-up at Deja Vu 

Hall on Salem Avenue in 
Dayton. The lemonade 
sold out and people kept 
coming back for more. 
Ever since then, “people 
have been going crazy 
over this lemonade,” 
Johnson said.

“It makes me really 
happy because every since 
I was little I’ve always 
wanted to be an entrepre-
neur,” Mccullar said. “For 
me to be a black, young 
girl and have my own 
business, it really surpris-
es me.”

Zs Lemonade Stand 
started with regular, 
strawberry and peach 
lemonade. The business 
now has several other 
flavors like strawberry 
mango or strawberry 
watermelon, as well 
as pop-up flavors like 
mixed berry, pineapple 
or Arnold Palmer.

The lemonade is all 
natural — meaning they 
use real lemons and 
strawberries. Johnson 
said they do use some 

Dayton Residents Invited to 
Participate in Annual Survey to 
Shape City Policies and Services

and early September. Resi-
dents should watch for an 
envelope with the City of 
Dayton logo and the mes-
sage, “Help the City of 
Dayton serve you better by 
taking this survey!”

Survey Details and 
Participation

The survey includes 
around 80 questions that 

cover various aspects of 
city services, programs, 
priorities, and neighbor-
hood quality-of-life issues. 
Residents in single-family 
homes, apartment com-
plexes, and congregate set-
tings will receive the sur-
vey by mail. Participation 
is anonymous, ensuring 
that respondents can share 

their thoughts freely.
Those who receive the 

survey are encouraged 
to complete and return it 
within two weeks of re-
ceipt. Additionally, par-
ticipants have the option to 
respond online by visiting 
daytonresidentsurvey.org 
and using the unique PIN 
number provided in their 
survey packet.

Longstanding Tradi-
tion of Feedback and a 
Chance to Win

Dayton has been gath-
ering resident feedback 
through surveys for more 
than 30 years, using the 
responses to help shape 

city policies and priorities. 
As an added incentive, the 
survey administrator, ETC 
Institute, will randomly 
select one respondent to 
receive a $500 VISA gift 
card. Only those who were 
part of the initial selection 
group and who complete 
the survey by mail or on-
line will be eligible for the 
drawing, which will take 
place by December 2024.

Residents with questions 
about the survey can con-
tact the City of Dayton at 
937-333-3752 or via email 
at thedaytonsurvey@day-
tonohio.gov. Your feed-
back is valuable in help-

ing Dayton improve and 
serve the community bet-
ter.

Continued on Page 5
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Dayton Metro Li-
brary, in partnership 
with Leadership Ohio 
and The Collabora-
tory, will present Join 
In – Uniting Commu-
nities in Ohio Join or 
Die Film Screening on 
Saturday, September 
7, from 2-5 pm in the 
Main Library’s Bassani 
Theater Off Third, 3rd 
Floor.

Join In, an initiative 
by Leadership Ohio, 
begs the question: What 
can we do to unite our 
communities?

Join or Die, by Del-
evan Street Films, is a 
documentary based on 
research that Ohioan 
Robert Putnam con-
ducted in response to 
the U.S. Surgeon Gen-

A real treat of a Dayton 
Holiday Festival tradition 
is back for the 2024 cel-
ebration, and applications 
are now open to partici-
pate! The Downtown Day-
ton Partnership (DDP) is 
looking for up to 20 flour 
phenoms to be part of the 
17th annual “Gingerbread 
Homes for the Holidays” 
contest. Completed ginger-
bread designs will be on 
display during the Dayton 
Holiday Festival kickoff 
event on Friday, Novem-
ber 29. During the event, 
members of the public 
will choose who should be 
named Best Baker on the 
Block and take home a cash 
prize. 

Bakers and pastry de-
signers of all ages and skill 
levels are encouraged to fill 
out an online application 
detailing their vision and 
plan for their gingerbread 
creation. Up to 20 entrants 
will be selected to compete 
and have their finished gin-
gerbread masterpiece on 
display inside of the Old 
Courthouse during the Day-
ton Holiday Festival kickoff 
event on Friday, November 
29. Selected entrants will 
showcase their completed 
masterpiece to compete for 
the title of “Best House on 
the Block” with a top prize 
of $400. The second-place 
vote-getter will receive 

“Gingerbread Homes for the 
Holidays” contest returns for 
2024 Dayton Holiday Festival

Bakers of all ages are invited to apply for this year’s contest 
through Wednesday, September 25. 

$200. All selected appli-
cants will receive a $200 
stipend to help cover the 
cost of building materials. 

Traditional gingerbread 
houses, building replicas, 
and even cardboard entries 
are all allowed in the com-
petition. Regardless of de-
sign, all exposed surfaces 
should be covered with ed-
ible materials. More con-
test guidelines and criteria 
can be found on the official 
entry form, which is avail-
able to fill out online here. 
Applications are due by 
Wednesday, September 25.

“The Gingerbread Homes 
for the Holidays contest 
is such a fun event that 
the downtown community 
looks forward to every 
holiday season,” said Ka-
tie Meyer, president of the 
Downtown Dayton Part-
nership. “It’s no secret that 
Dayton is home to innova-

tors, and this contest real-
ly brings out the crème de 
la crème of Dayton’s con-
fectionary world. We’re 
excited to see how this 
year’s designers sprinkle 
a little magic on their cre-
ations!”

The Gingerbread 
Homes for the Holidays 
contest is part of the 
month-long Dayton Holi-
day Festival, presented by 
AES Ohio, the Downtown 
Dayton Partnership, and 
the Virginia W. Kettering 
Dayton Holiday Festival 
Fund. For more informa-
tion on the contest and 
other activities that are 
part of the Dayton Holi-
day Festival, visit dayton-
holidayfestival.org.

For more information: 
Lynn Robertson, 937-
224-1518 ext. 227 or rob-
ertson@downtownday-
ton.org 

Explore the Impact of 
“Joining In” @ DML

eral’s declared ‘epidemic 
of loneliness and isola-
tion.’

Adult patrons are in-
vited to this free event to 
watch the film; hear from 
guest speakers; discuss 
film themes; and learn 
about the loneliness and 
isolation crisis, the rela-
tionship between com-
munity life and the fate 
of our democracy, and the 
importance of joining lo-
cal clubs.

Join In: Uniting Com-
munities in Ohio is fund-
ed in part by the American 
250-Ohio Commission.

For more information 
and to register, visit Day-
tonMetroLibrary.org or 
call the Library’s Ask Me 
Line at 937.463.2665.

Summer is wind-
ing down and kids 
are heading back to 
school, so it’s time to 
send summer off in a 
big way at this month’s 
First Friday celebra-
tion. Start your Sep-
tember off with live en-
tertainment, specials, 
sales, new menu items, 
and more from 5 to 10 
p.m. on Friday, Sep-
tember 6! Don’t forget, 
the Downtown Dayton 

First Friday Downtown: Back to 
School Edition

DORA is in effect from 
noon to midnight every 
day. You can raise a toast 
to summer on your fa-
vorite downtown patio or 
on the go as you explore 
downtown’s unique and 
independent businesses!

Explore different loca-
tions and see everything 
First Friday has to offer 
with downtown’s conve-
nient transportation op-
tions. Catch a ride on one 
of the low-cost, electric 

carts from GEST Carts 
Dayton! You can also 
use RTA’s free route, The 
Flyer, to get to and from 
your favorite places. To 
find a map with the route 
and pick-up locations, 
visit www.iRideRTA.
org/TheFlyer. You can 
also grab a Link Bike for 
the short trip between 
First Friday destinations 
from one of the bike sta-
tions around downtown 

Continued on Page 4



Aug. 30 - Sept. 6, 2024 - Dayton Weekly neWs page - 3

National

Nationwide -- In an un-
precedented collaboration, 
Cameo Roberson, Siedah 
Garrett-Guess, and Veron-
ica Rodgers unveil their 
latest co-authored book, 
an Amazon best seller, 
Financial Trendsetters: 
Revolutionizing The Way 
Women Build Wealth. 
This compelling read 
chronicles the journeys of 
15 trailblazing women in 
the financial services in-
dustry, each breaking free 
from traditional roles and 
pioneering new paths for 
financial empowerment.

Financial Trendsetters 
is an inspiring collection 
of stories, transparency, 
and triumphs, that aims 
to empower women at ev-
ery stage of their financial 
journey. Each chapter is a 
testament to the resilience, 
creativity, and determina-
tion of women who are 
not only managing wealth 
but are leading the charge 
in financial empowerment.

Cameo Roberson: A 
Leader in Fractional Op-
erations Management

Cameo Roberson, one 
of the co-authors, is the 
force behind Atlas Park 
Consulting. As the Found-
er of this Coaching & 
Fractional COO Agency, 
she empowers leaders and 
teams to navigate the com-
plex landscape of strate-
gic expansion. Atlas Park 
specializes in executing 
growth strategies, refining 
business processes, and 
systematizing day-to-day 
operations, all aimed at 
preparing businesses for 
the leap to the next level, 
helping their clients grow 
and scale. A passionate 
business owner, Cameo 
aims to inspire those in 
underserved communities 
how to redefine success 
and pursue goals on their 
own terms.

Atlas Park Consulting, 
certified by the Women's 
Business Enterprise Coun-
cil (WBENC) and recog-
nized as a Women Owned 
Small Business (WOSB), 

Nationwide -- Dahlia 
& Friends, a Black-
owned children’s educa-
tion company founded 
by Jacques and Dahcia 
Bastien, is excited to 
announce the launch 
of nine new children’s 
books, available for free 
digital download. This 
initiative is a testament 
to the couple’s dedica-
tion to making high-
quality, culturally reso-
nant content accessible 
to Black families and 
beyond.

Based in Tampa, Flor-
ida, Dahlia & Friends 
was created with a clear 
vision: to help develop 
emotionally intelligent 
children by providing 
caregivers with the tools 
and resources neces-
sary to guide them. The 
company’s mission is to 
ensure that every child 
feels seen and valued 
through content that is 
relatable, educational, 
and infused with cul-
tural richness. The lat-
est book series covers 
important themes such 
as autism, Black hair, 
American Sign Lan-
guage, different fam-
ily structures, kindness, 
and more.

“Our stories are craft-
ed to go beyond surface-
level representation,” 
says Jacques Bastien. 
“We dive deep into the 
experiences of our char-
acters to authentically 
represent diverse groups 
and celebrate the unique 
journeys of every indi-

Three Black Authors Release 
Groundbreaking Book Showcasing 
15 Pioneering Women Shaping The 

Future of Finance

Cameo Roberson, Siedah Garrett-Guess and Veronica Rodgers
stands as a testament to 
Cameo’s commitment to 
excellence. Her insights 
have graced the pages of 
industry-leading publi-
cations such as Wealth 
Management Magazine, 
Forbes Magazine, and Fi-
nancial Planning Maga-
zine, bringing a refreshing 
blend of innovation and 
practicality to the opera-
tions management com-
ponent in the financial ser-
vices landscape.

Siedah Garrett-Guess: 
Leading with Financial 
Literacy

Siedah Garrett-Guess, 
an esteemed licensed fi-
nancial strategist, is the vi-
sionary CEO and Founder 
of Transformation Wealth 
Group. Recognized in 
Essence magazine as 
a thought leader in the 
wealth and finance indus-
try, Siedah collaborates 
with professionals and 
business owners to build, 
grow, and safeguard their 
wealth, leaving a lasting 
legacy.

Her commitment to fi-
nancial education is evi-
dent through her founding 
of Young & Financially 
Lit, a company dedicated 
to providing unbiased fi-
nancial knowledge to un-
derserved communities. 
Having guided over 2000+ 
business owners, fami-
lies, and individuals, her 
impact is both extensive 
and tangible, transcending 
borders and inspiring au-
diences globally.

Veronica Rodgers: 
Bridging Generations and 
Creating a Legacy of Pros-
perity

Veronica J. Rodgers 
focuses on empowering 
women, especially those 
in black and brown com-
munities, to navigate the 
unique challenges of the 
sandwich generation. As a 
passionate financial advi-
sor, speaker, and educator, 
she is dedicated to helping 
clients manage the finan-
cial intricacies of caring 
for aging parents while 

building a strong foun-
dation for generational 
wealth.

Through her work at 
Carnelian Wealth Solu-
tions, LLC, Veronica 
fosters open conversa-
tions and breaks down 
barriers to create a leg-
acy of prosperity. Her 
mission is to empower 
women to face finan-
cial realities, overcome 
fears, and establish solid 
financial plans that ben-
efit future generations.

Join the Movement, 
Celebrating Women in 
Wealth Management

Financial Trendsetters 
is more than a book; it’s 
a movement. It show-
cases how women are 
not only participating in 
the financial industry but 
are leading transforma-
tive changes. Each co-
author brings a unique 
perspective, making this 
book a vital resource 
for anyone looking to 
understand the future of 
finance through the eyes 
of trailblazing women.

This book is a call to 
action for women ev-
erywhere to become 
engaged and empow-
ered with their money, 
breaking free from tra-
ditional roles and pav-
ing the way for a new fi-
nancial future. The book 
is available for purchase 
on Amazon.

For more information, 
to schedule interviews, 
podcasts, or TV appear-
ances, please contact:

Cameo Roberson, 
CEO, Atlas Park Con-
sulting admin@atlas-
parkco.com 916) 994-
0411

Siedah Garrett-Guess, 
CEO Transformation 
Wealth Group info@
transformationwealth-
group.com 610-609-
8246 Veronica J. Rod-
gers, CEO, Carnelian 
Wealth Solutions, LLC 
veronicar@wwbpart-
ners.com, 908-955-
0077, ext. 314

Black-Owned Kids Education 
Company Launches 9 New 
Children’s Books For Free

Dahlia & Friends
vidual. By offering these 
books for free in digital 
format, we’re breaking 
down barriers to access 
and ensuring that more 
families can benefit from 
our content.”

While the digital ver-
sions of these books are 
available at no cost, print-
ed editions can be ordered 
online through major re-
tailers, including Amazon, 
Barnes & Noble, Walmart, 
and Target. This acces-
sibility ensures that every 
family, regardless of their 
preferred reading format, 
can enjoy the stories that 
Dahlia & Friends has to 
offer. Plus, with the pur-
chase of any book, learn-
ers will receive a free au-
diobook and a coloring 
sheet.

Dahlia & Friends distin-
guishes itself with Carib-
bean-infused storytelling, 
beautiful branding, and 

high-quality production. 
As an independent com-
pany, Dahlia & Friends 
retains full creative con-
trol, allowing them to con-
sistently uphold their core 
values of integrity, repre-
sentation, and excellence 
in every product they cre-
ate.

Parents who practice 
gentle, intentional parent-
ing will find these stories 
to be powerful tools in in-
stilling important values 
in their children. In addi-
tion to books, Dahlia & 
Friends also offers a range 
of educational products 
and music that blends hip-
hop, reggae, Afro-beats, 
and R&B to create an en-
gaging, modern experi-
ence for young listeners.

For more information 
or to download the digital 
books, visit DahliaAnd-
Friends.com

To celebrate America’s 
workforce, the Greater 
Dayton Regional Transit 
Authority (RTA) is offer-
ing free rides systemwide 
on Labor Day, Monday, 
Sept. 2, 2024.

To further the celebra-
tion, the RTA’s “Proudly 
Serving” Kettering bus 
will be in Kettering’s 
Holiday at Home parade, 
which takes place on La-
bor Day from 9:55 a.m. to 
noon. The bus design fea-

tures places in the Ketter-
ing community where the 
RTA can take you. It also 
includes Bart Simpson, 
who is voiced by Kettering 
native Nancy Cartwright.

Due to the parade, Far 
Hills Avenue will be 
closed from Dorothy Lane 
to Stroop Road from 9:30 
a.m. to noon. That means 
RTA’s Route 6 will need 
to be temporarily rerouted 
from approximately 9 a.m. 
to noon.

The temporary south-
bound reroute from Far 
Hills Avenue is as follows: 
the bus will turn left onto 
Dorothy Lane, right onto 
Shroyer Road and then left 
onto Far Hills Avenue to 
continue its regular route. 
The northbound reroute 
will be in reverse order.

You can plan your trip 
online at www.iriderta.org 
or via the Transit app.

RTA Offers Free Rides on Labor Day
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Arts & Entertainment
For the third year in a 

row, Dayton Metro Li-
brary and Dayton Per-
forming Arts Alliance 
(DPAA) are partnering 
to provide free tickets to 
patrons and community 
members for a variety of 
performances.

 A list of shows and reg-
istration instructions to 
obtain free tickets can be 
found by visiting https://
bit.ly/dml-dpaa-tickets.

 Tickets become avail-
able on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 3, for the following 
performances:

 Masterworks Series
Dvořák, Stravinsky, 

and Brahms
 Show dates and time:
Friday, September 13 

and Saturday, September 
14, 7:30-8:30 pm

Location:
Schuster Performing 

Arts Center, 1 West 2nd 
Street, Dayton, 45402

Program:
Antonín Dvořák: Carni-

val Overture, Op. 92
Igor Stravinsky: Violin 

Concerto in D
Johannes Brahms: 

Symphony No. 4 in E mi-
nor, Op. 98

 About the program:
Chad Hoopes, violin
Neal Gittleman, con-

ductor 
Dayton Philharmonic 

Orchestra
Acclaimed worldwide 

for his exceptional tal-

Dayton Live is thrilled 
to announce that the 
Wintergarden stage in 
the Benjamin & Marian 
Schuster Performing Arts 
Center has been official-
ly named the Charles D 
Berry Foundation Stage. 
This naming honors the 
more than 20 years of 
dedicated service and 
support Charles "Chuck" 
Berry has provided to the 
arts community.

Chuck Berry has been 
a steadfast supporter and 
friend to the arts com-
munity, starting through 
his role as a Trustee at 
the Berry Family Foun-
dation. In 2018, with the 
encouragement and sup-
port of his brother John 
Berry, Chairman of the 
Berry Family Founda-
tion, Chuck established 
the Charles D Berry 
Foundation. One of the 
foundation's four key 
giving areas is perform-
ing and visual arts.

Chuck Berry expressed 
his gratitude for this rec-
ognition:

"I am deeply honored 
and proud to have the 
Wintergarden stage in 
the Schuster Performing 
Arts Center named the 
Charles D Berry Founda-
tion Stage. Our founda-
tion, since its inception 
in 2018, has been com-
mitted to enriching our 
community through the 
arts, and this dedication 
underscores that commit-

DML and DPAA Partner for Free 
Ticket Performances

ent and magnificent tone, 
Chad Hoopes has wowed 
DPO audiences since 
he was 15. He returns 
to perform Igor Stravin-
sky’s joyful Violin Con-
certo in D—a spectacular 
start to Neal Gittleman’s 
30th anniversary season! 
Dvořák’s bold and bril-
liant Carnival Overture 
opens the concert, while 
Brahms’s melodic Sym-
phony No. 4 adds energy 
and passion.

Opera
Rodgers and Hammer-

stein’s South Pacific
Show dates and time:
Saturday, September 

21, 7:30-8:30 pm and 
Sunday, September 22, 
2:30-3:30 pm

Location:
Schuster Performing 

Arts Center, 1 West 2nd 
Street, Dayton, 45402

About the program:
Presented in collabo-

ration with Wright State 
University's School of 
Fine and Performing Arts 
and in celebration of the 
75th anniversary of Rod-
gers and Hammerstein’s 
classic musical, South Pa-
cific, Dayton Opera and 
Wright State University 
present this award-win-
ning classic. A favorite 
among opera and musical 
theatre fans alike, South 
Pacific features Day-
ton Opera artists along-
side an ensemble from 

Wright State, with the 
Philharmonic perform-
ing its lush and beauti-
ful score. Don’t miss 
beloved tunes such as 
“Bali Ha’i,” “Some En-
chanted Evening,” “I’m 
Gonna Wash That Man 
Right Outa My Hair,” 
and many more!

Additional Informa-
tion:

Accessibility ac-
commodations can 
be requested at time 
of registration. Upon 
registering, your tick-
ets will be reserved, 
but you must show 
your Dayton Metro Li-
brary card upon receipt 
of tickets. A limited 
number of tickets are 
available for each per-
formance and will be 
available first come, 
first serve. Tickets can-
not be exchanged or re-
funded for cash value. 
Cancellations will need 
to be handled through 
the Box Office.

Additional informa-
tion about these perfor-
mances can be found at 
daytonperformingarts.
org. For more informa-
tion about DML and 
DPAA’s partnership, 
visit DaytonMetroLi-
brary.org or call the Li-
brary’s Ask Me Line at 
937.463.2665.

 

Dayton Live Announces New Name 
for Stage in the Wintergarden of 

the Schuster Center
ment. As both a Trustee of 
the Berry Family Foun-
dation and Founder and 
Chairman of the Charles 
D Berry Foundation, it 
has been a privilege to 
support Dayton Live. I 
look forward to continu-
ing our partnership and 
witnessing the transfor-
mative power of the arts 
in our community."

Dayton Live's Board 
Chair, Erin Davis, com-
mented on the dedication:

"We are delighted to 
recognize Chuck Berry's 
unwavering support and 
lasting impact on our arts 
community by naming 
the Wintergarden stage 
in his honor. Chuck's 
contributions have been 
instrumental in fostering 
a vibrant cultural envi-
ronment in Dayton. This 
dedication is a testament 
to his generosity and vi-
sion, and it will inspire 
future generations to en-
gage with the arts."

The Schuster Perform-
ing Arts Center, a corner-
stone of Dayton's cultural 
landscape, has been a hub 
for artistic excellence and 
community engagement. 
The newly named Charles 
D Berry Foundation Stage 
will continue to host a 
variety of performances, 
events, and educational 
programs, reflecting the 
foundation's mission to 
enhance the cultural vital-
ity of Dayton.

About Dayton Live:

 
As a not-for-profit 

arts organization, Day-
ton Live is the region’s 
home for arts, culture, 
and entertainment. Its 
mission is to strengthen 
community engage-
ment in the arts through 
inspiring performances, 
educational opportuni-
ties, and world-class 
venues: the Benjamin 
& Marian Schuster 
Performing Arts Cen-
ter, Victoria Theatre, 
The Loft Theatre (at 
the Metropolitan Arts 
Center), and the PNC 
Arts Annex. Dayton 
Live presents a wide 
variety of arts and en-
tertainment events, 
including the best in 
touring Broadway, fam-
ily shows, concerts, co-
medians, and so much 
more. An extensive Ed-
ucation & Engagement 
program reaches more 
than 100,000 individu-
als annually with the 
Dayton Live Creative 
Academy, the Discov-
ery Series, Background 
on Broadway, Bagels 
& Broadway, and other 
initiatives. In addition, 
Dayton Live operates 
The Arts Garage. The 
official ticketing source 
for all performances 
presented in Dayton 
Live venues is dayton-
live.org.

Open call virtual 
Zoom auditions for 
‘AMERICAN IDOL’ in 
OHIO 

• During this season’s 
first round of ‘American 
Idol,’ hopefuls can sign 
up to audition face-to-
face in front of produc-
ers and receive real-time 
feedback for a chance at 
making Idol history and 
being crowned the next 
‘American Idol’ as we 
enter season eight on 
ABC.

• For the fifth year 
in a row, “Idol Across 

“Idol Across America” Visits Ohio 
Via Zoom!

America,” the live virtual 
nationwide search for the 
next superstar, features 
audition days for all 50 
states, plus Washington, 
D.C., making auditions 
easier than ever.

• American Idol’ alums, 
Jayna Elise and Mia Mat-
thews will be featured 
during the Ohio auditions 
joining hopefuls in the 
waiting room for Q&A, 
audition tips and more.

Custom-built Zoom 
technology. 

AUDITIONS – Mon-
day, September 9 

If interested in ‘Ameri-
can Idol’ interview oppor-
tunities or if you have any 
questions, please email 
Rebecca Taustine at Re-
becca.Taustine@freman-
tle.com by Wednesday, 
September 4 to confirm.

Please visit www.amer-
icanidol.com/auditions 
for more information on 
“Idol Across America” 
and specific audition de-
tails, locations, full eligi-
bility requirements, sub-
mission forms, terms and 
conditions.

or find a Spin Scooter 
along the way to rent 
by the minute. If you’re 
walking, grab a DORA 
drink from one of the 
50+ participating bars 
and restaurants around 
downtown! See partici-
pating locations, rules, 
and a map of the newly 
expanded boundaries at 
downtowndayton.org/
dora/. 

Check out the in-
dividual First Friday 
listings below, and re-
member the most up-
to-date event listings 
can be found in the on-
line calendar published 
on the Downtown 
Dayton Partnership’s 
website. Subscribing 
to the weekly e-vents 
email newsletter also 
keeps one up to speed. 
For more information 
about First Friday, or to 
find business addresses, 
parking, upcoming ac-
tivities and more, visit 
the DDP website at 
DowntownDayton.org. 
Invite friends and fam-
ily to partake in First 
Friday fun! “Like” and 
share the First Friday 
Facebook page. 

ART, DANCE, MU-
SIC, AND FILM

• The Black Box Im-
prov, 518 E. Third St.: 
Take in comedy from Fri-
day House Team “Mid-
western Beef” followed 
by a specialty show. For 
tickets and other informa-
tion, visit www.Dayton-
BlackBoxImprov.com

• Blind Bob’s, 430 E. 
Fifth St.: Come and rock 
with Place Position, Teeth 
Marks, and The Invis-
ible Strings. 8 p.m. doors. 
Show is $10 at the door 
and 21+.

• The Contemporary 
Dayton, 25 W. Fourth St.: 
Join the opening reception 
from 6-8 p.m. for “Curtis 
Mann: Precious Blood” 
and “Sean Wilkinson: 
Flora.” Exhibitions run 
through December 21.

• Corner Kitchen, 613 
E. Fifth St.: Enjoy live 
music on the patio 8-10 
p.m. every First Friday! 
Parking validated with 
$20 purchase.

• Dayton Art Insti-
tute, 456 Belmonte Park 
North: Visit the latest ex-
hibitions, “Hand-Colored 
Photographs,” “Captivat-
ing Clay: Contemporary 
Japanese Ceramics from 

draw on location, captur-
ing what they see from 
direct observation is tak-
ing over the Front Street 
Gallery this September! 
Enjoy an evening of live 
music, food trucks, stu-
dio and gallery hopping, 
shopping, and more! With 

artwork and handmade 
goods from more than 
250 artists, you’re going 
to want to get here early!

• The International 
Peace Museum, 10 N. 
Ludlow St.: Selman, a de-
sign studio out of NYC, 
presents the opening night 

of “PeacePost: Portraits 
of Peace From Every 
Country Around the 
World” from 5-8 p.m. 
Light appetizers and 
drinks available. This 
event is free, but dona-

First Friday Downtown: Back to School Edition...
Continued from Page 2

the Horvitz Collection,” 
“Those Who Care,” “Riv-
eting: Women Artists 
from the Sara M. and 
Michelle Vance Waddell 
Collection,” and “The 
Quiet World of Edward 
Hopper.” Open until 5 
p.m. on Friday. 

• Dublin Pub, 300 
Wayne Ave., 937-224-
7822: Live music at the 
Dublin Pub! Stop by for 
Free Juke Box Friday 
from 6-7 followed by 
Miami Valley Pipes & 
Drums at 7pm, and more 
music at 9pm

• Edward A. Dixon 
Gallery, 222 N. St. Clair 
St.: It’s Nonprofit Night 
featuring local organiza-
tions such as Miami Val-
ley Meals, The Ohio CDC 
Association, and the Day-
ton Metro Library defin-
ing their work and provid-
ing information on how to 
get involved. The event 
is also a chance to view 
the We're Doing It ALL 
Wrong® - 4th Annual Art 
Exhibition. Light refresh-
ments provided. Free on-
street parking.

• Front Street, 1001 
E. Second St.: Urban 
Sketchers Dayton, a lo-
cal chapter of artists who 
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Education
Dayton Metro Library 

continues celebrating the 
70th anniversary of histor-
ic Civil Rights court case 
Brown v. Board of Educa-
tion with a series of com-
memorative discussions 
- the first being Historical 
Context & Local Impact. 
This program will be held 
on Tuesday, September 
10, from 6-7:30 pm in the 
Main Library’s Eichel-
berger Forum.

In the early 1950’s, Rev-
erend Oliver L. Brown, 
along with a team of attor-
neys for the NAACP and 
12 other parents, along 
with cases from several 
other states, filed a suit 
on behalf of their chil-
dren against local boards 
of education for segregat-
ing public schools, which 
became known as Brown 
v. the Board of Education 
of Topeka, Kansas. The 
Supreme Court eventu-
ally ruled that separating 
children in public schools 
on the basis of race was 
in violation of the 14th 
Amendment, making the 
act unconstitutional.

Brown’s Legacy Lives On with 
DML Series

Rev. Brown passed 
away in 1961 before 
knowing the impact this 
case would have on the 
nation. In May, Rev. 
Brown’s daughter, Cheryl 
Brown Henderson, visited 
DML as part of its Social 
Justice Speaker Series to 
celebrate the 70th Anni-
versary of Brown v. Board 
of Education. DML con-
tinues honoring the legacy 
of Rev. Brown and others 
involved in this landmark 
case by hosting this spe-
cial series.

Historical Context & 
Local Impact will host 
a panel discussion with 
guests providing their per-
spectives, anecdotes, and 
historical insights into the 
importance of this case 
in Civil Rights history. 
Panel guests include Char-
lotte McGuire, Ohio State 
Board of Education Rep-
resentative, District 3; Dr. 
David Lawrence, Dayton 
Public Schools Superin-
tendent; and Mattie White, 
1st Vice President NAACP 
and President of National 
Council of Negro Women, 

Inc. DML’s Karen D. 
Brame of Special Col-
lections will moderate 
the conversation.

This is a free event 
for adults, and regis-
tration is not required. 
For more information, 
visit DaytonMetroLi-
brary.org or call the Li-
brary’s Ask Me Line at 
937.463.2665.

DML is committed 
to providing access to 
all of our events. If you 
would like to request ac-
commodations for sign 
language interpretation, 
audio amplification, 
and/or language trans-
lation please contact us 
through the method that 
best meets your needs. 
Additional accommoda-
tions may be available 
upon request. Advance 
notice is necessary to 
arrange for some acces-
sibility needs.

You can submit an 
Accommodations Re-
quest on our website or 
call our Ask Me Line at 
937.463.2665.

 

Editorial 
& Comments

Brenda Cochran

puree when it comes to 
flavors such as strawberry 
mango.

“I think our lemonade 
is more on the... sweeter 
side,” Johnson said. It’s 
like the perfect pinch of 
sour.”

Customers can get lem-
onade in 16 oz. pouches 
for $7 or the recently 
launched 32 oz. cartons 
for $10 at events.

Zs Lemonade Stand can 
also be found at:

Dayton Barbecue Com-
pany (5474 N. State Route 
48 in Lebanon)

The Munchin’ Buddha 
(100 N. James H. McGee 
Blvd. in Dayton)

Lounge 43 (2339 N. 
Gettysburg Ave. in Day-
ton)

Johnson said they re-

stock the businesses week-
ly.

She’s proud of how far 
they’ve come with their 
business and said they 
couldn’t do it without her 
mom, Tanya Johnson. In 
the future, their goal is 
longevity. They hope to 
have a food truck by next 
summer and to offer treats 
such as funnel cake fries, 
deep fried Oreos and deep 
fried cookie dough, along 
with the lemonade.

MORE DETAILS
Zs Lemonade Stand will 

be at Taste of Dayton from 
2 to 8 p.m. Sept. 22 at the 
Kettering Field, located at 
444 N. Bend Blvd. in Day-
ton.

For more information 
and updates, visit the busi-

ness’s Facebook or Ins-
tagram (@zs_lemonade) 
pages.

About the Author
Natalie Jones is an All 

Media Journalist with 
Dayton.com focusing 
on food and dining, pop 
culture and lifestyle. She 
is a Wright State Univer-
sity graduate with over 
seven years of experi-
ence in the media field.
business and said they 
couldn’t do it without 
her mom, Tanya John-
son. In the future, their 
goal is longevity. They 
hope to have a food truck 
by next summer and to 
offer treats such as fun-
nel cake fries, deep fried 
Oreos and deep fried 
cookie dough, along 
with the lemonade.

Mother, Daughter Continue to Grow Lemonade Stand in Dayton...
Continued from Page 1

By: Brenda Cochran
Contributing Writer

Prayer is not a “Spare 
wheel” that you pull out 
when in trouble, but it is 
a “steering wheel” that 
directs the right path 
throughout the journey.

Persistence in Prayer 
is that God is the bless-
ing. He is not only to 
provide, but He desires 
to do so in His own 
timing. Because of this 
knowledge, we should 
remain steadfast in our 
prayer life because the 
God whom we serve 
deserves all the Glory.

In Luke 11:5, a story 
is told about a man who 
was in need of bread 
for his visitors. Hav-
ing none, he went to his 
neighbors although it 
was very late, to ask for 
some loaves of bread 
for them. Since it was 
very late, he proceeded 
to keep knocking on the 
door.  

It seems true that 
since the neighbor was 
anxious to ask for the 
bread he needed, he did 
not stop his knocking, 
he seems to be knock-
ing constantly.

The neighbor could 
have stopped with one 
knock, but just as we 
can do in our prayer 
life, we may not see 
all of our prayers an-
swered, and we may 
not stay steadfast in our 
prayer. The question is 
why should we persist? 
Is being persistent a 

Something to Consider:
Persistence In Prayer

blessing?
In Luke 11:5 Jesus ad-

dressed this issue head-
on. He gave His disciples 
a parable to the asses that 
they ought always to pray 
and not lose heart. He said 
this:

“In a certain city, there 
was a judge who neither 
feared God, nor respect-
ed man and there was a 
widow who kept coming 
to a judge and saying: 
“Give me justice against 
my adversaries.” While 
he refused, afterwards, the 
judge said to himself, 

“While I neither fear 
God nor respect man, this 
widow keeps bothering 
me. I will give her justice, 
so that she will not beat 
me down and continue to 
come to me.”

The Lord said this 
against the unrighteous 
judge: “And will not God 
give justice to His elect?” 
We do know that God does 
answer prayer and walks 
through difficult situations 
with us. Just as Jesus said, 

“And I tell you, ask, and 
it will be given to you; 
speak, and you will find; 
knock, and it will be open 
to you.”

Persistence prayer does 
provide peace, but it is a 
peace that is not natural,

It is supernatural. This is 
not a peace that we can get 
anywhere other than from 
God. It is not a peace that 
we can manufacture on 
our own; but by praying 
and casting our anxieties 
on the Lord, He can pro-
vide it.

Persisting in prayer 
doesn’t just change things, 
it changes us. It is an on-
going process. It can pro-
vide peace, it can change 
your heart, and it can pro-
tect you from dangerous 
self-reliant pride.

Persistent Prayer doesn’t 
give up. It’s praying for 
something until God either 
answer our prayer or asks 
us to stop praying. It is 
standing in faith that God 
will answer your prayer. 

Perhaps you have given 
up too soon. Maybe you 
were trying to learn to play 
the piano. You work on it 
for a few months, but soon 
gave up. Maybe you tried 
to learn a new skill, lose 
weight or get in shape, but 
for what-ever-reason, you 
gave up before you saw 
the results.

Persistent is about stay-
ing on a course of action in 
spite of difficulties or op-
position. Persistent is an 
important part of success 
we desire.
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Religion

Zion Baptist Church
"And I, if I be lifted up from the Earth, will draw all men unto me."

Reverend Rockney Carter, 
Senior Pastor

(937) 275-6906
Fax 276-6267

Sunday
Church School.................................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship...........................................11:00 a.m.
Tues. Bible Study.............................................6:00 p.m.
Wed. Prayer Meeting.......................................6:00 p.m.

Other Ministry
email: rockney.carter@gmail.com

1684 Earlham Drive • Dayton, OH 45406

SUNDAY
Church School 9:00 a.m. 
Worship Services 10:00 a.m. 

WEDNESDAY
Prayer Meeting/Bible Study   Noon 

THURSDAY
Food & Clothing Pantry 10:00 a.m - 1:00 p.m.

      Rev. Gerald A. Cooper, Pastor

  Join us for a new beginning... 

4520 Salem Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45416
Rev. Dr. William E. Harris, Jr., Senior Pastor

Telephone Number: 937 279-9343
Fax: 937 279-9342

Toll Free: 1-877-279-9343

Wednesday Bible Study/Prayer Meeting........

Mt. Enon Missionary Baptist Church
“Building a Healthy Church to Serve an Unhealthy Society”

SUNDAY
Sunday School........................................8:30 a.m. 
Morning Worship Services..................10:00 a.m. 

WEDNESDAY
AM Prayer Meeting................................9:30 a.m.
Bible Study....................11:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.

Saturday
Bible Study............................................11:00 a.m.

Pastor Cory J. 
Pruitt

“Because We 
Care, We 
Share”

(937) 222-0867
FAX: (937) 222-7336

1501 W. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Way, Dayton, OH, 45412

Advertise Your 
Church in the 
Dayton Weekly 

News
Call 223-8060 

for more 
Information.

SUNDAYS
Church School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship               10:45 a.m.

WEDNESDAY
Bible Study 12:00 noon 
Word & Worship 6:30 p.m.

Bethel services are aired on DSTV Time 
Warner Wednesdays at 3:00 p.m. 

and Saturdays at 
9:00 p.m. Time Warner Cable 992

937-222-4373 - Office - Email: offices@bmbcdayton.org
Rev. Xavier L. Johnson, Senior Pastor

Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
401 S. Paul Laurence Dunbar St. - Dayton, Ohio 45407

Advertise Your Church in the 
Dayton Weekly News

Call (937) 223-8060 for more 
Information.

Mt. Enon Missionary Baptist Church
“Building a Healthy Church to Serve an Unhealthy Society”

Pastor Cory J. 
Pruitt

(937) 222-0867
FAX: (937) 222-7336

SUNDAY
Sunday School........................................8:30 a.m. 
Morning Worship Services..................10:00 a.m. 

WEDNESDAY
AM Prayer Meeting................................9:30 a.m.
Bible Study....................11:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.

Saturday
Bible Study............................................11:00 a.m.

1501 W. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Way, Dayton, OH, 45412

“Because We 
Care, We 
Share”

ST. MARGARET’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

5301 Free Pike, Trotwood, Ohio 45426
Office: 937.837.7741

Office Hours: 10:00 am-2:00pm-Monday-Friday

Website: www.stmargaretsdayton.org

SERVICE SCHEDULE
Adult Bible Study - Sunday 9 AM

Worship Service - Sunday 8 AM & 10:30 AM
Sunday School - Sunday 10:30AM

Reverend Father
Benjamin E. K. Speare-Hardy II, Rector
The mission of St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church 
is to worship, to serve and to form the spiritual 

and moral growth of individuals according to the 
teachings of Jesus Christ.

4520 Salem Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45416
Rev. Dr. William E. Harris, Jr., Senior Pastor

Telephone Number: 937 279-9343
Fax: 937 279-9342

Toll Free: 1-877-279-9343

Wednesday Bible Study/Prayer Meeting........Check out our website: www.believers-christian.org
Listen to our weekly radio show every Sunday at 8 am on 98.7 FM

Believers Christian 
Fellowship Church

Sunday Service..............................9:30 a.m.
Church School - Sunday................8:45 a.m.
& Wednesday.................................1:00 p.m.
Bible Study/Prayer Meeting - Every 
Wednesday starting at...................6:00 p.m.

Rev. Dr. William 
E. Harris, Jr. 

Senior Pastor

3010 McCall Street, Dayton, OH 45417
Tel. No.: 937-279-9343, Fax: 937-279-9342

Toll Free: 1-844-679-9343 
email:bcfchurch@swohio.twcbc.com

Worship At The 
Church Of Your 

Choice

 Office:  937-268-6711     Fax: 937-221-8040

Rev. Dr. Marcettes Cunningham, 
D.Min., Pastor

Sunday School    9:30 a.m
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m

Wednesday
Prayer/Bible Study, 12:00 & 7:00 p.m.

Evening Prayer, 6:30 p.m.

Greater Allen AME Church
Rev. Elmer S. Martin, Pastor

1620 West Fifth Street
Dayton, OH 45402-2910

Church Phone: 937-223-5115
Fax: 937-223-8872

Email: greater_allen_ame@att.net

Church Sunday School.....................................9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship..............................................10:45 a.m.
Women’s Bible Study - Monday.......................6:30 p.m.
Noonday Bible Study - Wednesday................12:00 p.m. 
Prayer Meeting - Wednesday............................7:00 p.m.
Bible Study - Wednesday..................................7:30 p.m.

COLLEGE HILL 
COMMUNITY CHURCH

1547 Philadelphia Drive 
(corner Philadelphia Dr. and Cornell Dr.)

www.collegehillchurch1.com

937-278-4203
Rev. Dr. Darryll Young
We are a multicultural, 

multi-lingual congregation 
Morning Worship every Sunday 

at 10:30 am

Dixon United Methodist Church
1691 Infirmary Rd. – Dayton, OH 45417

Dr. Bridget D. 
Weatherspoon, Pastor

Church Phone: 
(937) 835-3366

Email: 
Dixonumc1691@gmail.com

Website:
Dixonumcdayton.org

  Sunday School.............................10:00 a.m.
  Sunday Morning Worship............11:00 a.m.
  Midweek Bible Study- Wednesday........... 
       6:00-7:30 p.m. Via Zoom
  Prayer Meeting - Saturday............10:00 a.m.
  Text In Prayer Request 1-888-646-9678

Rev. Merritt Worthen, PhD, Senior Pastor
(corner Philadelphia Dr. and Cornell Dr.)
www.collegehillcommunitychurch.org    

  937-278-4203
We are a multicultural,

 multi-lingual congregation 
Morning Worship every Sunday

 at 10:30 am

COLLEGE HILL COMMUNITY 
CHURCH

Rev. Merritt 
Worthen, PhD

Worship At 
The Church 

Of Your 
Choice 

Advertise 
Your 

Church 
in the 

Dayton  
Weekly News

Prayer is not a “Spare wheel”
You pull out when in trouble,

but it is a “steering wheel” 
that directs the right path throughout the 

journey

So why is a car’s windshield
So large & the rear View Mirror so small?
Because our PAST is not as important as

Our FUTURE So look ahead not Move on

Friendship is like a BOOK! It takes
a few minutes to burn, but it takes

years to write.

All things in life are temporary
If going well – enjoy it, they will not

Last forever
If going wrong, don’t worry, they

can’t last either

Old friends are Gold! New friends
Are Diamond!

If you get a diamond, don’t forget
the Gold

Because to hold a Diamond, you
always need a Base of Gold

Often when we lose hope and think
this is the end,

God smiles from above and says
“Relax, sweetheart”, it’s just a bend

  not the end! 

When God solves your problems
you have faith in HIS abilities;
  when God doesn’t solve your
problems He has faith in your

abilities

A blind person asked St. Anthony
“Can there be anything worse than

  Losing eye sight?
He replied, “Yes losing your vision!”

When you pray for others, God
listens to you and blesses them,

  and sometimes, when you are safe
and happy, remember that someone

  has prayed for you

WORRYING does not take away
Tomorrow’s TROUBLES, it takes

Away
   Today’s PEACE

ing principles of the civil 
rights movement of the 
1950s and 1960s.

Randolph’s work also 
included leading mass 
protests against the seg-
regation of the nation’s 
military following the 
passage of the Selective 
Service Act of 1947. His 
leadership and influence 
made its way to the White 
House a year later on July 
26, 1948 as President Har-

ry Truman, who was up 
for reelection at the time 
and needed the votes of 
young Black men, signed 
an executive order to end 
racial discrimination in the 
armed forces.

In a nod of reverence, 
the next generation of 
civil rights leaders made 
Randolph the chair of the 
1963 March on Wash-
ington where Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr made his 

famous “I Have A Dream 
Speech.”

Randolph continued his 
life’s work throughout the 
60s, becoming a founder 
of the Negro American 
Labor Council and serving 
as its president from 1960 
to 1966. In 1968, Ran-
dolph retired as the BSCP 
president and continued 
working to bring fair labor 
practices to Black Ameri-
cans at the A. Philip Ran-

dolph Institute. 
Randolph passed 

away at the age of 90 on 
May 16, 1979. 

To learn more about 
the BSCP, and the work 
of A. Philip Randolph, 
click here.

Get the latest news 
24/7 on The Black Infor-
mation Network. Listen 
now on the iHeartRadio 
app or click HERE to 
tune in live.

Labor Day Black History: Honoring A.Philip Randolph and Black Labor Unions...
Continued from Page 1

in 1957.
“I still worked and took 

care of my children,” 
Dawson said. “I worked 
there (at WPAFB) for 35 
years.”

Not content to sit back 
and relax, Dawson did 
what many people did at 
her age did after retire-
ment. She got another job 
— as a secretary at the 
House of Wheat Funeral 
Home. It was there that 
she discovered a new pas-
sion — flower arranging.

“I watched them bring 
in flowers for funerals,” 
Dawson said. “And I re-
ally enjoyed looking at all 
the arrangements.”

Dawson’s son Bobby 
encouraged her to find 
something she liked to do. 
He took her to Sinclair 
Community College and 
together they looked for 
classes in which she had 
an interest. Dawson decid-
ed on a flower arranging 
class and that class helped 
inspire her to take her life 
on yet another path. She 
then took a class at Rog-

ers Funeral Home to learn 
how to run a business. She 
had decided she wanted to 
own her own flower shop.

Her dream became real-
ity when she opened Co-
lonial Flowers and Gifts 
on Siebenthaler Avenue in 
Dayton.

“I really liked arranging 
flowers,” Dawson said. “I 
love putting the colors to-
gether to see how pretty I 
can make them.”

Her son Bobby helped 
her purchase the shop and 
everyone in Dawson’s 
family worked there at 
one time or another over 
the years.

“Good help is hard to 
find,” Dawson joked. 
“That’s why I had the 
whole family work there.”

Dawson kept the shop 
for seven years before 
closing it and during that 
time she met and be-
friended her customers. 
She learned about people 
while ensuring they got 
the flowers they needed at 
the time they needed them.

“When you are talking 

to people, sometimes you 
just know that making 
them a pretty flower ar-
rangement will help them 
feel better,” Dawson said. 
“It helps you that you are 
helping them.”

Dawson’s oldest daugh-
ter Barbara agreed. She 
has watched her mother in 
action throughout her en-
tire life.

“God has mom here for 
a reason,” Barbara said. 
“It was hard raising us 
kids and working. And she 
always made sure we went 
to church every Sunday.”

And it was at that 
church — Summit Chris-
tian Church in Trotwood 
— that Dawson also vol-
unteered for many years. 
In addition to serving as 
a church elder, she has 
served as president of the 
Gospel Chorus, chair of 
the Christian Women’s 
Fellowship and Dorcas 
Group, chair of the Senior 
Network, and president of 
the congregation among 
other leadership roles.

Church Elder Joann 

Bankston said Dawson 
also started the fund for 
the PA system and “basi-
cally has done it all.”

Now enjoying retire-
ment as it’s meant to 
be for any centenarian, 
Dawson said it means 
sitting at home and do-
ing what she wants to 
do. She still arranges 
flowers at home and said 
her favorite thing is be-
ing with family. This 
now includes 12 grand-
children and 12 great 
grandchildren, as well as 
all four of her adult chil-
dren. She is also grate-
ful for her special friend 
Mary Ellen Young.

As for living such a 
long life, and still being 
able to do most things, 
including driving, Daw-
son said it’s a mystery.

“I read every day and 
try to exercise when I 
can,” Dawson said. “I 
think it’s been my faith 
that has helped me get 
this far in life. God has 
been with me through it 
all.”

102-year-old Dayton woman: ‘I Read Every Day and Exercise When I Can’...
Continued from Page 1
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Sports
With the new Fall 

season starting up, the 
Dayton Weekly Sports 
section will be bringing 
back the Team, Athlete 
of the Week and the 

By Deon Cash
Staff Writer 

Week 1 High School 
Football Recap in the 
Miami Valley area:

It was a tough first 
week as all the DPS 
teams took a loss. 

Ponitz, Dunbar, & 
Thurgood were the 
teams to score in their 
respective games with 
Meadowdale losing to 
Columbus East (30-0) 
and Belmont to Deer 
Park (40-0). Dunbar lost 
to Hughes 28-8 while 
Carroll defeated Ponitz 
36-8 on opening night.

Thurgood lost a close 
one 14-6 to Dohn Prep

Trotwood falls despite 
giving up only 6 points 
to Cleveland Heights on 
the road in a defensive 
battle 6-0.

GWOC (Greater 
Western Ohio Confer-
ence)

Wayne grabs big win 
on the road in Fairfield 

Centerville knocks off 
Lakota West on the road, 
spoils Kitna debut 

Fairmont rolls past 
Alter on Thursday night 
lights for 4th straight 
year 

Springboro opens with 
a big win

Springfield falls de-
spite giving up only 150 
yards

Northmont, Miamis-
burg blitzed in losses 

Beavercreek loses to 
Xenia in backyard battle 

GCL (Greater Catho-
lic League)

Alter smacked by 
Fairmont on Thursday 
night lights

Chaminade pow-
ers past Vikings behind 
rushing attack 

Badin, Fenwick both 
fall in surprising losses

Carroll smacks Ponitz 
on Thursday night lights 

MVL (Miani Vakkey 
League) 

Xenia grabs 4th 
straight backyard brawl 
victory 

Fairborn smacks opp, 
sends statement in shut-
out win

Athlete & Team of the Week, Coaches Corner Back for 24-25 Season
Coaches Corner segment 
featuring the prominent 
Coaches from Dayton 
Public Schools, GWOC, 
MVL, GCL, Trotwood, 
and surrounding schools 

in the Dayton area.
We're very excited to 

bring back the Coaches 
Corner and the "Team & 
Athlete of The Week." 
Deon Cash, journalist stat-

ed. We started it a couple 
years ago and now we re-
alize how important it is 
to the community and ath-
letic programs and to our 
newspaper." 

"With fall sports on the 
go, now is the time to give 
these student athletes their 
flowers." Cash stated.

Look for the informa-
tion on the website in the 

weekly articles starting 
next week in each of the 
fall sports. There will 
also be a weekly recap 
of all the games. 

Week 1 High School Football Recap 

Butler punishes North-
mont on the road in big win

Stebbins wins in final 
minute behind kickoff re-
turn touchdown

Troy falls to tough Mid-
dletown team in "Jones" 
Regime 

Sidney loses to OSU 

as Bellfountaine commit 
shines

Tippecanoe continues to 
dominate West Carrollton, 
Piqua, Greenville lose 

Follow Dayton Weekly 
News sports report for 
more content every week 
of the fall sports season

Dayton Metro Library 
and Five Rivers Me-
troParks have teamed up 
for the second year to 
host Get Outside Book 
Club programs through 
October. Families will be 
able to enjoy both nature 
and reading time together, 
along with fun activities. 
Each session will have 
a different theme. Some 
sessions will be held at 
one of Five Rivers’ parks, 
while others will be held 
at DML Branches. Ad-
vance registration is re-
quired for all sessions.

Here is the book club 
schedule, including 
themes, through Septem-
ber:

Lessons from Wildlife
MetroParks staff will 

visit Branches with a few 
special animals such as 
the Box Turtle and Gray 
Rat Snake.

Wednesday, Septem-
ber 4, 4-5 pm, Burkhardt 
Branch

Tuesday, September 
24, 4-5 pm, West Carroll-
ton Branch

Get Outside with DML and Five 
Rivers MetroParks

Camping
This is the best kind of 

quality time with family - 
explore camping through 
stories!

Thursday, September 5, 
10-11 am, Englewood Me-
troPark – Patty Shelter

Seeds
Read stories about the 

journeys of seeds, then ex-
plore seeds in the park’s 
garden.

Tuesday, September 10, 
10-11 am, Wegerzyn Gar-
dens MetroPark

Creek Creatures
Explore a creek and read 

stories about the creatures 
that call such water their 
home. Kids can dip their 
feet in and search for craw-
dads, fish, and other creek 
creatures.

Monday, September 16, 
6-7 pm, Wesleyan Me-
troPark

Pondology
Read stories about pon-

dlife, then explore the edge 
of a pond with dipnets to 
see what can be found.

Thursday, September26, 
10-11 am, Taylorsville Me-

troPark – CCC Shelter
To register for programs 

that take place at a Me-
troPark location, visit me-
troparks.org/bookclub. 
To register for a program 
that takes place at a DML 
Branch, visit DaytonMetro-
Library.org and search 
Events for “Get Outside.” 
Additional information or 
questions can also be di-
rected to the Library’s Ask 
Me Line at 937.463.2665.

DML is committed to 
providing access to all of 
our events. If you would 
like to request accommo-
dations for sign language 
interpretation, audio am-
plification, and/or language 
translation please contact 
us through the method that 
best meets your needs. Ad-
ditional accommodations 
may be available upon re-
quest. Advance notice is 
necessary to arrange for 
some accessibility needs.

You can submit an Ac-
commodations Request on 
our website or call our Ask 
Me Line at 937.463.2665.
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Health
The Montgomery Coun-

ty Prevention Coalition 
(MCPC) is expanding its 
suicide postvention ef-
forts through a new pro-
gram called Local Out-
reach to Suicide Survivors 
(L.O.S.S.) Team. The 
L.O.S.S. Team is designed 
to provide resources and 
hope to families caught in 
the immediate aftermath 
of suicide. This trauma-
responsive model involves 
two or more trained volun-
teers, who respond to the 
scene of a suicide to pro-
vide non-intrusive support 
to those impacted by this 
loss. At least one of these 
two trained volunteers 
is a survivor of a suicide 
loss. The new L.O.S.S. 
Team is funded by the 
Ohio Suicide Prevention 
Foundation (OSPF), and 
Drug Free Communities 
through the CDC.

“Having a L.O.S.S. 
Team at the scene of sui-
cide provides loss survi-
vors with support, a con-

MCPC Announces the Launch of 
a L.O.S.S. Team for Survivors of a 

Suicide Loss
nection to resources, and 
most importantly, a sense 
of hope,” said Brittini 
Long, Senior Program Co-
ordinator for Montgomery 
County ADAMHS.

The MCPC’s Suicide 
Prevention Committee 
began the L.O.S.S. Team 
planning process in July. 
This planning team in-
cludes partners from 
Montgomery County 
ADAMHS, Montgomery 
County Coroner’s Of-
fice, Montgomery County 
Sheriff’s Office, Dayton 
Police Department, Public 
Health Dayton & Mont-
gomery County, NAMI 
Montgomery County, 
providers, volunteers, and 
community members. A 
Stakeholders meeting will 
be held at 8:30 am on Sep-
tember 12, 2024, in the 
Montgomery County AD-
AMHS Board Room, 409 
E. Monument Ave. Suite 
102, Dayton, OH 45402.

 
The coalition is seek-

ing volunteers for the 
L.O.S.S. Team with em-
pathy, listening skills, 
and experience with 
trauma who can help 
grieving families and 
loved ones. The volun-
teer application can be 
found here.

What is the MCPC? – 
The MCPC is comprised 
of community leaders 
with a passion to prevent 
substance misuse and 
promote positive mental 
health. The mission of 
the coalition is to mobi-
lize Montgomery Coun-
ty to prevent youth sub-
stance use and promote 
positive mental health 
through the implementa-
tion of evidence-based 
prevention strategies 
and community collabo-
ration. The vision of the 
coalition is a community 
where every individual 
lives a substance-free 
life with optimal mental 
health. 

tions are appreciated!
• K12 Gallery & TE-

JAS, 341 S. Jefferson 
St.: Join in a Happy 
Hour Paint session!

• Moeller Brew Barn, 
416 E. First St.: Hear 
live music at the Brew 
Barn from 7-10 p.m.

• The Neon movie the-
ater, 130 E. Fifth St.: See 
the full schedule online: 
www.neonmovies.com. 
Also enjoy beer and 
cocktail specials during 
First Friday, and you can 
purchase a DORA drink 
at the Neon to walk 
around downtown Day-
ton’ Designated Outdoor 
Refreshment Area be-
fore or after the show.

• Oregon Express, 
336 E. Fifth St.: Bust 
out your beach wear 
and party at Heartsiq’s 
Beach Party! Cover 
starts at 8pm, music and 
performance at 9pm. 
Tickets $12 at the door. 
All ages welcome with a 
guardian.

• Yellow Cab Tavern, 
700 E. Fourth St.: Join 
us for a night of hip 
hop with Kwaj, Dom 
Deshawn, Day Luster, 
Montana & Tyrant! $10 
cover starts at 8pm with 
music at 9pm

DINING AND 
DRINKS

• Dayton Beer Com-
pany, 41 Madison St.: 
Happy Hour runs 3-5 
p.m.! Enjoy $2 off all 
DBC beer pints.

• Lily’s Dayton, 329 
E. Fifth St.: Enjoy spe-
cial happy hour pricing 
from 4:30-6:30 p.m.. 
Full dinner menu avail-
able until 10pm!

• Local Cantina, 503 
E. First St: Happy Hour 
is from 3 to 6 p.m. with 
$5 Mustache Rides, $6 
Local Margaritas, $2 
Cerveza Amarilla, and 
$2 off appetizers

• Mudlick Tap House, 
135 E. Second St., (937) 
895-4066: Join us for 
Happiness Hours from 
4-6 p.m. with $2 off 
draft beers and $2 off 
shareables, ½ price bot-

tles of wine, $8 Old Fash-
ioned, and $9 Manhattans. 

• Oregon Express, 336 
E. Fifth St., 937-223-
9205: Every First Friday 
join us for Happy Hour 
deals from 5 to 8 p.m. Stop 
in for some of the best piz-
za in Dayton. Dine in, car-
ryout and curbside pickup 
available.

• Salar Restaurant and 
Lounge, 400 E. Fifth St., 
937-203-3999: Kick off 
your First Friday with 
happy hour at Salar from 
4-6 p.m. with cocktail spe-
cials, $5 house wine pours, 
$1 off of all beers, and bar 
bites specials. Enjoy din-
ner, too, available for dine 
in or carryout.

• Table 33 Dayton, 130 
W. Second St.: Fridays are 
wine night at Table 33, 
with $3.33 wine pairings 
with any entree.

• Troll Pub Dayton, 216 
Wayne Ave.: Every Fri-
day at the Troll Pub is part 
of W.T.F Happy Hours: 
Wednesday, Thursday & 
Friday from 4-7 p.m. fea-
turing 1/2 Priced Pints & 
1/2 priced apps, and $4 
Fireball Shots.

• Trolley Stop, 530 E. 
Fifth St., 937-461-1101: 
Enjoy Half-off Happy 
Hour every day 3-7pm! $3 
wells and half off select 
appetizers.

• Two Social, 123 E. 
Third St.: Check out the 
new Summer drink menu!

• Warped Wing Brew-
ing Company, 26 Wyandot 
St.: Introducing the latest 
from our Pilot Series, a re-
freshing Sour Blonde Ale 
with vibrant notes of lem-
on and honeydew melon. 
Pair the new offering with 
the Sweet Heat Smash 
Burger!

• Winans Coffee & 
Chocolates, 221 N. Pat-
terson Blvd.: Happy Hour 
wine is $8 a glass from 4-7 
p.m.!

SPECIAL SHOPPING 
DEALS AND OTHER 
ACTIVITIES

• After5, 111 E. Third 
St.: Mention First Friday 
at checkout to take 20% 
off of your total purchase!

• Choice Juice Boxx, 31 
S. St. Clair St.: Spend $50 
at Varsity House to receive 
10% off from your Choice 
Juice Boxx purchase.

• Club Evolution, 130 N. 
Patterson Blvd.: Audience 
applause chooses the win-
ner of a karaoke contest 
and $75! No cover. Ka-
raoke starts at 8:30 p.m. 
with the contest starting at 
10:30 p.m.

• Dayton Metro Library, 
215 E. Third St.: ESL 
Classes (English Classes) 
take place in the Opportu-
nity Space every Monday 
and Friday, from 4:30-
5:30 PM. New Americans 
are invited to take part in 
this free program that is 
taught in 3 different lev-
els. For more information, 
contact the Ask Me Line at 
937.463.2665

• Gem City Tattoo Club, 
436 E. Fifth St.: Tattoo 
flash sale! From 12:30-
7:30 p.m., GCTC will 
offer traditional designs 
from our group of profes-
sional artists at a discount-
ed price of $80-$100! Stop 
in and choose from 100s 
of designs. First come first 
serve!

• Mintha’s Boutique, 
520 E. Third St.: It’s Wine 
Down Friday from 4-7 
p.m.! Sip while you shop 
one of downtown’s newest 
boutiques.

• Omega Music, 318 E. 
Fifth St.: New release day! 
Explore the new releases 
on vinyl, CDs, and more. 
All day 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
in the Oregon District.

• The Oregon District, 
Fifth Street: Visit the pe-
destrian promenade at Out 

on 5th! Enjoy extended 
outdoor seating, vendors, 
entertainment, and more 
as you visit your favorite 
Oregon District business-
es.

• Pedal Wagon Dayton: 
Pedal Wagon Dayton: Hop 
around to some of Day-
ton’s best breweries on the 
Brewery Cruise! Seats are 
$35 for adults 21+ or rent 
a private ride for up to 15 
people for $499! pedal-
wagon.com/dayton/brew-
ery-cruise/ 

• Picture Perfect Paint 
Parties, 123 N. Ludlow St.: 
Come and enjoy our grape 
tastings of the month and 
a mini-paint party canvas. 
Register at www.picture-
perfectpaintparties.com 
or call 937-265-0691 for 
more information.

• Sole Touchers, 37 S. 

St. Clair St.: Mention 
First Friday to receive 
25% off all shoes in 
store!

• Talbott Tower, 131 
N. Ludlow St.: Visit the 
businesses of Talbott 
Tower! Enjoy live mu-
sic, food, and beer while 
you shop special dis-
counts at more than 20 
businesses.

• Vidia’s Closet, 27 S. 
St. Clair St.: Fill a bag 
and save! Stop in to shop 
the sale during Septem-
ber’s First Friday.

The Downtown Day-
ton Partnership’s web-
site has a complete list 
of downtown’s arts and 
cultural amenities, as 
well as a dining guide, 
parking map and much 
more.   

First Friday Downtown: Back to School Edition...
Continued from Page 4


