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Dayton Mayor Reflects on Time in Office

Family photos and
memorabilia adorn the
office of Dayton Mayor
Jeffrey Mims Jr.

WYSO's City Mayor
Series continues in the
new year with a con-
versation with Dayton
Mayor Jeffrey Mims Jr.

In this interview,
Mims talks about his
time in office and the
issues some residents
have spoken out about
following our social
media outreach efforts
to determine what chal-
lenges they're facing
and what cities are do-
ing right.

This interview tran-
script has been edited
slightly for clarity and
length.

Mayor Jeffrey Mims
Jr: 1 feel proud to be
a part of the last three
years as mayor, to see
some of the things that
I worked on with col-
leagues for eight years
as a city commissioner.
And I would say clear-
ly passing the first tax
increase in Dayton in
2016 was very benefi-
cial, as far as the city is

concerned. Because this
city had been on a down-
ward spiral for 50 years.
The job losses issue in
terms of predatory lending
issue in terms of the fore-
closure crisis.

And for those who may
not know that — Mont-
gomery County, Ohio,
right here, Dayton was
number one in the na-
tion with job losses dur-
ing the recession, 2006

_ s
Dayton Mayor Jeffrey Mims Jr.

timeframe, 2009 this pe-
riod of time. We also are
one of the victims, as an
urban community, urban
school system, to have 25
years of unfunded educa-
tion as far as the Dayton,
Columbus, Cleveland's,
etc... And that's something
that's missed by a lot of
individuals and they're
not understanding that we
have for a decade, a gen-
eration, let's just say, plus

of young people who are
undereducated  because
they're undereducated
now they're either unem-
ployed or unemployed at
the level that we would
see as some of our more
affluent communities. And
that's one of the things that
makes our progress prob-
ably more significant than
what it would be under
normal circumstances.
Continued on Page 3

The Dayton Foundation Opens Scholarship-
CONNECTSM for 2025-2026 Applications

The Dayton Founda-
tion has launched its
2025-2026  scholarship
application process and
is pleased to once again
offer students access
to  ScholarshipCON-
NECTSM, an online
scholarship search and
college readiness re-
source. Students can ac-
cess ScholarshipCON-
NECT by visiting www.
daytonfoundation.org/
scholarships.

ScholarshipCON-
NECT offers more than
300 scholarship op-
portunities through The
Dayton Foundation and
educational founda-
tions that are part of the
Foundation. The system
uses a detailed ques-
tionnaire to match stu-
dents, based upon their
educational interests and
background, to possible
scholarship  opportuni-
ties. Students and par-
ents also can help plan
and pay for college by

accessing links to online
FAFSA, financial aid,
scholarship and loan re-
sources.

In fiscal year 2023-
2024, The Dayton Foun-
dation and the Dayton-
Montgomery County
Scholarship Program, a
component fund of The
Dayton Foundation since
2006, awarded $3.3 mil-
lion in scholarships to help
1,418 students advance
their educational goals.

The deadline to submit
a completed Scholarship-

"

CONNECT online appli-
cation for the 2025-2026

school year is 4:00 p.m.
on Friday, March 7, 2024.
For more information or
to learn more about the
Foundation’s  scholarship
funds, visit Scholarship-
CONNECT, or connect
with The Dayton Founda-
tion on Instagram, Face-
book or X.
About
Foundation
The Dayton Foundation
has been the trusted chari-
table giving resource for

The Dayton

thousands of individuals,
families and organizations
since 1921.Ranked among
the oldest and largest com-
munity foundations in the
nation, the Foundation has
awarded $1.4 billion in
grants since its founding,
with current assets from
all funds exceeding $1.17
billion. For more infor-
mation about The Dayton
Foundation, visit dayton-
foundation.org or follow
the Foundation on Face-
book, X or LinkedIn.

Warmlng Shelters Open in Dayton

It is that time of year
when staying warm is
essential. The
Valley is seeing some of
its coldest temperatures
so far this winter.

As temperatures drop
to dangerous levels and
more snow rolls in, peo-
ple need to think about
safety and where they
can go to stay warm.

St. Vincent de Paul is
one of the emergency
warming shelters for
Montgomery  County
and the City of Dayton.

John King, the direc-
tor of mission advance-
ment at St. Vincent de
Paul said people will
receive more than just a
warm place to go.

"Guests are not only
having a warm bed and
a safe place to sleep
at night but also, three

Miami |

meals a day," said King.
"We're seeing about 500
guests per day on aver-
age."

The shelter also has
winter clothes to give out
when people come in.

During the day, there
are activity spaces to keep
people busy. The outdoor
spaces are not used like

they are in warmer months
but the indoor spaces stay
full when it's cold out,
which can present some
challenges.

"The difficulty is peo-
ple staying inside, people
staying warm and so un-
derstandably, we all get a
little stir crazy and so be-
ing able to work through

S

that with our guests, being
able to treat people with
dignity, with respect so
that we can together get
through this cold storm,"
said King.

King said the number of
people needing the shel-
ter's services has not in-
creased from last winter,

Continued on Page 2

Legendary Soul Man Sam
Moore Passed at Age 89

s

Samuel David Moore

CORAL GABLES, Fla.
- The Legendary Soul
Man Sam Moore passed
away this morning in Cor-
al Gables, Florida. He was
89. The cause of death was
complications recovering
from surgery.

Moore with  his
trademark tenor that dis-
tinctively rose through ev-
ery song he performed —
was half of the Grammy
winning duo Sam & Dave
of the 1960s. Their sensa-
tional run of hits included
“Soul Man,” “Hold On
I'm Coming,” “I Thank
You,” and many more.
Sam & Dave were induct-
ed into the Rock and Roll
of Fame in 1992.

Sam was born in 1935
and grew up in Miami’s
Overtown and Liberty
City neighborhoods. Sam
began singing in church.
Sam Cooke heard him and

thought Moore would
be a perfect replacement
for him as the lead in the
gospel group The Soul
Stirrers. The night be-
fore he was due to leave
for Chicago and be fitted
for his stage clothes and
join the group, he went
to the Nightbeat and saw
Jackie Wilson perform.
Sam realized he wanted
to sing pop, not gos-
pel professionally like
Jackie and struck out on
his own. He became the
singing MC and talent
show host at the King
O’ Hearts Club. There he
met Dave Prater, a local
baker who tried out for
the club’s talent show.
Stage magic led the for-
mation of the duo.

The legendary Steve
Alamo was attending
medical school at the

Continued on Page 4

Ohio State Sen. Ben Espy,
Passed at Age 81
| Fu

I

Former State Sen. Ben Espy

COLUMBUS, Ohio
(AP) — Respected Ohio
attorney and former state
Sen. Ben Espy will be
remembered at a celebra-
tion of life Monday for his
decades of service to the
state and its capital city.

Espy died on Jan. 4 at
age 81 after a brief illness.

Espy, a Democrat,
broke racial barriers as the
first Black person to serve
as president pro tem of the
city council in the capital,
Columbus, for most of
the 1980s and as minority
leader of the Ohio Sen-
ate, where he served from
1991 to 2000.

Though his hopes of at-
taining higher office were
ultimately dashed, Espy
continued to earn honors
from members of both
parties throughout his ca-
reer.

Then- Democratic
Ohio Attorney General
Marc Dann tapped Espy
as his top lieutenant in
2007 and chose Espy
in 2009 to lead a high-
profile internal investi-
gation into allegations
of sexual harassment at
the office. The final re-
port was damni...
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The Nuts and
Bolts of Business:
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oing and Tax Preparation

for Small Businesses

Monday, January 13, 2025
6:30pm via Zoom

Jaoin us for this informational

session on how bookkeeping

is vital to small businesses

and entrepreneurs. Learn

the importance of accurate

bookkeeping, tax
implications and more.

Business De

For Zoom connection info go to
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Warming Shelters Open in Dayton,,,
Continued from Page 1

but the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and
Urban Development's
2024 homelessness
count showed an 18%
increase from 2023.
King said St. Vincent
de Paul is preparing for
that trend.

"We are seeing that in
the future, as we need to
go deeper into relation-
ships with our guests,
that that increase is
calling for that need to
work with our guests
and to hopefully break
the cycle of homeless-
ness for future genera-
tions," said King.

Unfortunately,  the
future is uncertain for
men who need St. Vin-
cent de Paul's services.

King says the Gettys-
burg men's shelter will
be closing on July 1st
due to a lack of govern-
ment funding. They are
working to find a solu-
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tion.

"We are trying to work
with community partners
to find what that looks like
so that we can continue to
support men afterwards
and during this kind of
cold weather, you can't
help but kind of think
what the cold weather is
going to be next year,"
said King.

There are three other
warming centers in Day-
ton. They are open Mon-
day through Friday 6:00
am-9:00 pm, and Satur-
day 9:00 am-4:00 pm.
The locations are listed
below:

e Greater Dayton Rec-
reation Center - 2021 W.
Third Street

e Lohrey Recreation
Center - 2366 Glenarm
Ave.

* Northwest Recreation
Center - 1600 Princeton

Dr.

Dayton Fire Depart-
ment Assistant Chief Brad
French sent this statement
about how and when the
city decides to extend
warming center hours:

In the event of ex-
tremely cold temperatures
(<<>10 degrees) for an
extended period of time,
widespread loss of power
in the community, or a sig-
nificant number of people
needing shelter, the three
City of Dayton Recre-
ation Centers may extend
operations to 24 hours per
day and add staff to meet
the medical and safety
needs of residents. Deci-
sions to elevate to this
tier of weather response
are made by the city’s
Emergency Preparedness
Officer in coordination
with the City Manager’s
Office.

Redevelopment
Planned for Dayton’s
Oldest Skyscraper

Dayton City Council is
kicking off the new year
with a major focus on
downtown development.

“As we begin a new
year, renew our spirits and
commitments to create a
city where all are valued,”
said Darryl Fairchild, Day-
ton city commissioner.

With a light agenda,
council members turned
their attention to two sig-
nificant service agree-
ments with the Montgom-
ery County Land Bank.

“Today is a big day
for Dayton,” said Tony
Kroeger, Dayton planning
division manager. “We’re
highlighting a transforma-
tive public-private part-
nership aimed at revital-
izing the historic Centre
City Building. A key piece

of Dayton’s architectural
heritage is set to undergo a
major redevelopment.”

Once completed, the
project will bring 217 resi-
dential units to downtown,
with 60 percent of the
units designated as afford-
able housing, along with
vibrant first-floor retail.

“This will also facilitate
the need to bring that af-
fordability and that hous-
ing back to downtown,”
said Veronica Morris, divi-
sion manager of develop-
ment. “It furthers the goals
of the Dayton Recovery
Plan.”

The council unanimous-
ly approved the agree-
ments, signaling what they
say will be a bright future
for the heart of Dayton.

A new storefront had a
soft open on Thursday in
West Dayton, here’s what
to expect ahead.

The Gettysburg Gro-
cery, also known as GG’s,
has openned its doors
The store, located on 811
South Gettysburg Avenue,
opens after years of effort
by Homefull and the Day-
ton community.

Given its a soft open,
the store will feature a
limited selection of lunch
and dinner items. There
will be a variety of prod-
ucts lining the shelves.

Gettysburg Grocery Set to Open

il

The store accepts cash,
debit and credit for the
time being. The store is
awaiting USDA approval
before they accept SNAP/
EBT benefit payments.

Gettysburg Grocery
will then transition to a
full launch on Jan. 13,
with store hours balloon-
ing as well. By then oper-
ating hours will be from 8
a.m. to 8 p.m.

The grand opening of
the grocery will be on
Feb. 6, and will feature a
ribbon-cutting ceremony,
tours of the store, tastings

and special deals.

Community lead-
ers are hopeful that the
new opening will ad-
dress vital needs in the
community.

“It’s a food desert,
health care desert, child
care desert,” John Pat-
terson said in regards
to the area’s lack of
necessities. “And  so
we’re looking to hope-
fully fill some of those
needs.”

Celebrate Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. @ DML

In honor of Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Day, patrons
of all ages are invited
to celebrate with one of
Dayton Metro Library’s
programs.

Celebrating Martin Lu-
ther King Jr., Wednesday,
January 15, 4-5 pm, West
Branch: Enjoy stories and
crafts about peace, diver-
sity, inclusion, and equal-
ity. (Grades 1-4)

Family Storytime — Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr.,
Wednesday, January 15,
4-4:45 pm, Burkhardt
Branch: Learn about this
great leader with a fun
and educational program.
(Families)

Unleash Your Pas-

sion: Discover Your Inner
Dancer Through Move-
ment, Tuesday, January
21, 6:30-7:30 pm, Main
Library, Opportunity @
St. Clair: Countess Win-
frey will lead participants
through movement in-
spired by the essays and
speeches of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. Tap into
a passion for movement,
embrace the joy of dance,
and discover the power
of creative expression.
Registration is required.
(Adults)

Martin Luther King Jr.
Dream Event, Wednes-
day, January 22, 3-4 pm,
Electra C. Doren Branch:
Listen to King’s “I Have

a Dream” speech and
discuss themes and
how they resonate to-
day in society and per-
sonal lives. (Teens)
Let’s Honor the
Name: Martin Luther
King Jr., Thursday, Jan-
vary 23, 4-5 pm, Trot-
wood Branch: Listen
to stories, watch short
movie clips, and create
posters. (Families)

For more informa-
tion and to register if
required, visit Day-
tonMetroLibrary.org
or call the Library’s
Ask Me Line at
937.463.2665.

DML Offers Unique
“Community” Events

Patrons of all ages can
participate in a variety
of  community-focused
programs taking place at
Dayton Metro Library.

Miami Valley Commu-
nity ID Drive, Saturday,
January 11, 9:30 am-12
pm, Main Library, Eichel-
berger Forum: Com-
munity residents who
have limited access to
government-issued forms
of identification can ob-
tain a verifiable form of
identification by attend-
ing this ID Drive. While
not government-issued,
this ID can be used by
law enforcement, city
agencies, health centers,
schools, and businesses
to help identify, serve,

and protect residents.
Registration is required
at daytonohio.gov/1104/
Miami-Valley-Communi-
ty-ID-Card. Participants
must also participate in a
mandatory orientation at
10 am. Please bring the
following items to the ID
Drive: a photo ID, proof
of residency (utility bill,
etc.), and $5 cash. (All
Ages)

Can-Do For Your Com-
munity, Monday, January
13-Saturday, January 18,
during Branch hours, Hu-
ber Heights Branch: This
week-long program offers
a chance for community
members to help fill the
Branch’s food pantry by
dropping off non-perish-

able items. (Adults)
Special Needs Fam-
ily Information Round-
table:  Understanding
the Special Education
Evaluation Process,
Thursday, January 23,
6-8 pm, West Branch:
Presenters will present
information  followed
by a question/answer
session. (Families)

EITC/VITA Tax
Assistance  Program,
Wednesday,  January

22-Friday, January 24,
10 am-3 pm, North-
west  Branch: RS-
trained volunteers will
be available to help
Earned Income Tax
Credit-eligible workers
fill out their tax forms
for free - walk-ins only.
(Adults)

For more informa-
tion and to register if
required, visit Day-
tonMetroLibrary.org
or call the Library’s
Ask Me Line at
937.463.2665.
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Dayton Mayor Reflects on Time in Oﬁ‘ice...
Continued from Page 1

So when you look at
the jobs that we've been
able to create, having
the fastest job growth in
the region, having that
population stabilize in
terms of more and more
people moving in, hav-
ing almost $2 billion
invested in downtown
alone and having almost
another $1.5 billion in-
vested in the neighbor-
hoods around us, that
shows that clearly that
there are more and more
people who are on board
with the right things
that are happening as
opposed to those of the
wrong things.

And so it's chang-
ing the tide in terms of
negative factors. Now,
it doesn't mean that all
the negative things just
go away because we
snapped our fingers or
we have some good
things in some parts of
the city that everything is
just automatically over-
night, all the problems
going on to themselves.
We still have plenty and
plenty of work to do as
far as a serious concern.
So I just say to people,
let's help us celebrate
the successes, but we
keep our shoulder to the
wheel. Understand that
we still got a lot of work
to do and we're going to
need everyone to make
those things happen.

Jerry Kenney: As you
know, we reached out
to residents on social
media and, particular to
Dayton, residents came
back with a number of
issues. One had to do
with trash and the es-
thetics of their neigh-
borhoods, whether that
trash was coming from
trash pickers the night
before, trash pickup or
how other residents treat
their own properties.
What can you tell me in
the way of the esthetics

Netizens were moved
by Brianna Cry’s con-
siderate act of love when
she surprised her grand-
parents by giving them a
trip to Paris , which had
been a lifelong goal of
theirs.

The emotional in-
teraction was caught
on TikTok , with Cry’s
grandparents getting
emotional before she
revealed her intentions.
Since then, her video
has gone viral, receiving
over 100,000 likes and
numerous comments ap-
plauding her actions.

She told People , “My
grandparents  actually
adopted me when I was

of the city, what is control-
lable by your office?
Mims: Yeah, I'm happy
to address that because
again, you have to look at
these situations as neigh-
borhood by neighborhood.
We have the overwhelm-
ing majority of our neigh-
borhoods that don't have a
trash problem. That's be-
cause the neighbors in the
residence don't throw trash
down. We also have had a
large increase in members
of the community who
are taking more and more
pride in their community
because of some of these
conversations that we're
having. We have so many
more organized commu-
nity pickups in terms of
trash. We have some of the
younger people involved
now. I mean, a kid that
comes to my mind is now
possibly maybe 20, maybe
21, Chaz Amos with "I
love West Dayton," who
has started about three
years ago, a neighborhood
trash cleanup. So they go
to different neighborhoods
that do that. And they have
a lot of young people in-
volved in that program as
well. So I will say to you
ride around, take some
friends with you, ride
around the entire city of
Dayton — 65 neighbor-
hoods — and you'll see
many of our neighbor-
hoods ... Like I said, the
overwhelming  majority
of them are not those who
are covered with blight
and trash ... And try to
find ways in maybe even
some neighborhood meet-
ings, some neighborhood
groups like we do support
with Community Block
Grant dollars, if you have
a program engaging some
of the young people in
your neighborhood that
wants to figure out how
you can pay them, how
you do some other things
with them to get them
engaged and picking up

trash. Get them engaged
and not wanting to see
people throw trash down,
we'll figure out how we
can support that.

Kenney: 1 think you
have a monthly clean-up
program, maybe from a
volunteer organization or
whether that city led or
not, that did receive a lot
of credit through our social
media outreach as well.
The other item that people
mentioned, and this went
across borders from city
to city was crime, particu-
larly car thefts, auto thefts
and the overnight car door
checkers looking for an
available car to take. What
can you tell me about that
front?

Mims: We're constantly
working on that and we're
doing several things in that
front. One, we're constant-
ly trying to recruit more
and more police officers.
Two, we're working with
technology because we
have a shortage of about
35 police officers in course
of being short of that. And
so constantly trying to
work with technology and
our citizens, while I think
initially were a little leery,
if you will, for lack of an-
other word, license plate
readers or some other type
of technology that we had
in buildings downtown,
or how we make connec-
tions with those who have
like a ring or chime type
of security camera on their
homes, being able to, with
the permission of the own-
er, only with the permis-
sion of the owner.

And then also certain
things we do that only
with the permission of the
neighborhoods and they
vote on whether or not
they want to have that sys-
tem connected to our po-
lice. And more and more,
we're seeing that they do
want to have those type
of connections because
we're picking up people

sometimes as far away as
Cleveland who have been
involved in some shoot-
ings - shooting a lady and
who's pregnant and some
other individuals as well.

And being able to track
them through those license
plate readers, again, as far
away as Cleveland, and
the fact that our police as
well as policemen from
the bigger cities, we, my-
self and some of the other
large city mayors, request-
ed a meeting with the gov-
ernor. And he also had a
meeting at his home, and
he had all the technical
personnel in terms of staff,
explain to us the types of
things that are happening
right now, and so the kinds
of things that they're plan-
ning to to make happen.
And also share with us
the aspect of how some of
these things work that we
may not be engaged in.

We do have a chal-
lenge that probably we
don't have any place else
in the state and that we
have more of our young
people who are living in
group homes, because we
have more homes than any
other county in the state
of Ohio, and so many of
those young people, be-
cause they live in other
counties, are sometimes
engaged and stealing cars
just to go back and visit
friends or sometimes fami-
ly in terms of those spaces.
So we're asking more and
more people to make sure
they're locking up the cars.
Even dealerships with
the stolen cars, we want
to make sure that's what
dealerships who have felt
comfortable that they give
themselves a security sys-
tem and be able to check
that and show that data to
the police and make sure
we can do everything we
can to minimize these
challenges.

younger and since then
they have made so many
sacrifices and have done
everything they possibly
could to set me up for suc-
cess. For that, I am forever
grateful.”

She added, “T’ve actu-
ally been planning this for
a while now. After high
school, T went through
four years of undergrad
and immediately follow-
ing, three years of pro-
fessional school . So I've
never had a real income
until now. My grandpar-
ents have done so much
for me over the years and I
knew when I began work-
ing that my first big pur-
chase would be for them.”

DRMA Top Issues
List 2025

DRMA conducts an an-
nual survey to better un-
derstand the “hot button”
issues affecting its manu-
facturer corporate mem-
bers. The following are
their top issues for 2025:

1. Skilled workforce.
Finding and maintaining a
skilled workforce contin-
ues to be the top concern
for DRMA members. Re-
placing the retiring talent,
from a limited pool, is a
priority in order to meet
the demand for their goods
and services. Therefore,
members support initia-
tives that attract, retain,
and develop their work-
force.

2. Increasing cost of
doing business. DRMA
members cite rising costs
are negatively impact-
ing their ability to remain
profitable in the near term.
Some of these costs in-
clude labor and healthcare
costs and tax obligations,
along with a growing con-
cern about inflation. As
their customers continue
to resist price increases,
manufacturers are finding
it hard to pass on these

increased business ex-
penses.

3. Business succession
planning, sustainabil-
ity, and growth. While
business sustainability

is a concern in the near
term, DRMA members
are also concerned about
their long-term future,
as succession planning
and growth remain top
of mind. Attracting, re-
taining, and developing a
skilled workforce directly
impacts the future of their
business. Additionally,
burdensome  employee-
related regulations, such
as workers’ compensa-
tion, employee leave, and
unemployment  benefits,
as well as the threat of
recession, present areas
of concern. Disruptions
from global competition
and new technologies also
contribute. Amidst these
concerns, members are fo-
cused on sustaining profit-
able operational levels in
order to meet long-term
growth plans. Therefore,
DRMA members sup-
port workforce develop-
ment plans, reduction in
burdensome regulations,
and help with leveling the
playing field for interna-
tional trade.

4. Burden of regulation
on business. Members sup-
port the need for reason-
able levels of regulation to
protect both citizens and
businesses. Burdensome
regulations specified by
members include expand-

Woman Adopted as a Kid Brings Dreams to Life

Cry disclosed that her
grandma had often talked
about Paris and her desire
to go there someday.

She recounted, “Just the
night before I surprised
them, she was telling me
how she was going to start
planning a trip to Paris for
2026. But little did she
know!”

Cry is accompanying
her to guarantee that her
itinerary, which includes
visits to artistic locations
that she and her grandma
dream of, is realized.

She remarked, “Of
course, we have to visit
the Louvre and Palace of
Versailles. My grandmoth-
er and I also have a thing

ed employee leave and
unemployment benefits,
select OSHA require-
ments, workers' com-
pensation mandates, hir-
ing and safety concerns
related to the legaliza-
tion of marijuana, envi-
ronmental compliances,
and a clear definition of
“small business.” There-
fore, members support
regulations that are sim-
ple to administer and to
comply with, that mini-
mize onerous and com-
plex reporting require-
ments and have a clear
and critical need.

5. International trade
and global competition.
International trade and
global competition con-
cerns contribute to the
future viability of mem-
ber companies. Specific
concerns include the ef-
fect of trade agreements,
tariffs, fair/free trade
policy, and international
currency manipulations.
Members want a level
playing field in interna-
tional trade with as little
volatility as possible.

6. Corporate tax rate
and complicated tax
code. Members support
the concept that lower
corporate tax rates en-
courage growth of in-
dustry and growth of
employment. Therefore,
members support re-
forms to the tax code to
make it simpler and less
burdensome.

Rising issues: Cyber
security threats, FMLA
abuse

Decreasing issues:
Supply chain, impacts of
legalized of marijuana,

unionization

About DRMA

The Dayton Region
Manufacturers Asso-

ciation (DRMA) is the
voice and advocate for
the manufacturing in-
dustry in the Dayton
Region, providing pro-
gramming, education,
and peer-to-peer con-
nectivity —opportunities
for members serving
the aerospace, automo-
tive, food/agriculture,
defense, electronics,
medical, and other mar-
kets. DRMA has 330
member companies,
including 200 manu-
facturers located across
the region. The manu-
facturing industry in the
Dayton Region employs
over 130,000 workers
earning $11.6 billion
in annual payroll. For
more information about
DRMA, visit www.Day-
tonRMA .org.

for the arts so we’ll be
attending a ballet at Pal-
ais Garnier opera house
as well.”

“I am so excited for
this trip and I know it’ll
be the best one yet be-
cause I get to spend it
with them,” she stated.

Cry believes her
grandparents represent
so much more than her
lovely gift to them.

“I am beyond blessed
and grateful to them for
providing me with the
love, support, education
and experiences that can
even allow for me to
give back in this way.”
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Arts & Entertainment

Observe Martin Luther King Jr.
Day with the Dayton Metro

The Dayton Metro Li-
brary is holding events
in honor of Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Day.

At the West Branch,
they will be doing sto-
ries and crafts about
“peace, diversity, inclu-
sion and equality,” the
library says. This will
take place from 4-5 p.m.
on Jan. 15 and is avail-
able for first through
fourth grade.

There will be a family
story time at the Bur-
khardt Branch on Jan.
15 from 4-4:45 p.m.
where visitors will learn
about King as a leader.

The main library
will be holding a dance
class, led by Countess
Winfrey, where partici-
pants will learn move-
ments inspired by the

Library

essays and speeches of
King. This event will be
on Jan. 21 from 6:30-7:30
p-m., and requires regis-
tration.

The Electra C Doren

Branch is holding an
event for teens where
they will listen to King’s
“I Have A Dream” speech
and discuss themes. This
will be on Jan. 22 from

3-4 p.m.
On Jan. 23 from 4-5
pm., the Trotwood

Branch will be having a
family-friendly activity
where participants will
be listening to stories,
watching clips, and cre-
ating posters to honor
King.

Lee Daniels Mourns Death of His
Sister Cookie Lyon

Lee Daniels has an-
nounced his younger
sister Lydia Ruth Dan-

iels-Rooks, who in-
spired the Empire char-
acter Cookie Lyon, has
died.

Deadline reports that
Daniels posted about
his sister’s death on his
Instagram, writing, “As
the fires are burning, so
is my heart.”

“My younger sis-
ter Lydia has passed.
She was also my best
friend,” he continued.
“In Empire , the char-

acter of Cookie was based
partly on her life. She’s
left four beautiful chil-
dren and five grandchil-
dren behind. RIP Girly...
I LOVE YOU FOREV-
ER[.]”

Several celebrities, in-
cluding RuPaul’s Drag
Race alum Shea Couleé ,
celebrity hair stylist Ted
Gibson, singer/actress Es-
telle, and actors Billy Por-
ter, Kym Whitley, Star ac-
tress Ryan Destiny , Halle
Berry and Empire actress
Ta’Rhonda Jones sent
their condolences in the

comments, among others.
Cookie Lyon was the
loud and audacious matri-
arch of the musical Lyon
family on Empire . Tar-
aji P. Henson played the
character, which quickly
became one of the biggest
draws for fans watching
the series. She was nomi-
nated for two Emmys and
won a Golden Globe for
the portrayal. Debuting in
2015, the series became
a hit for Fox and lasted
for six seasons, ending in
2020. It also spawned a
spinoff series, Star.

Legendary Soul Man Sam Moore Passed at Age 89...

Continued from Page 1

University of Miami and
playing gigs with his cov-
er band as the opening act
for Sam & Dave. He took
them into the studio and
recorded their first half a
dozen songs which wound
up in the hands of Henry
Stone and TK Records.
Sam & Dave’s manager,
Johnny LoMelo, did not
approve of Henry Stone’s
involvement and insisted
Henry hand over all mas-
ter recordings to Morris
Levy and his company
Roulette Records.

Ahmet Ertegun, Tom
Dowd and Jerry Wexler
from Atlantic Records,
saw Sam & Dave in late
1964 at the King O’ Hearts
where they had become
locally famous. In 1965
they were signed to Atlan-
tic Records and the rest is
music history. Jerry Wex-
ler loaned the duo to At-
lantic’s southern produc-
tion arm, Stax Records.
They were introduced to
Isaac Hayes and David
Porter. What followed was
a string of hits and inter-
national stardom. Sam &
Dave were so revered that
they were among the few
stars who were asked to
perform at Martin Luther
King, Jr.’s memorial con-
cert at Madison Square
Garden in 1968. Sam was
a long time supporter of
Dr. King.

The duo broke up in
1970. Shortly after, Sam
was re-signed to Atlantic
and recorded his solo al-
bum, produced by King
Curtis with Donnie Ha-
thaway and even Aretha
Franklin on piano as guest
artists. King Curtis was
murdered on August 13,
1971, the album was com-
pleted but Wexler chose to
shelf the album, depriv-
ing Sam of his solo career
launch. Sam reunited with
Dave for a few years in the
late 1970°s breaking up
for good New Years Eve
1982 at Bill Graham’s Old
Waldorf in San Francisco.
Sam struggled with heroin
addiction after being intro-
duced to the drug by Little
Willie John in the early
1960’s. Sam and his wife,
Joyce, recounted his drug
use later in an oral history
written by Dave Marsh and
in my documentary with
DA Pennebaker and Chris
Hegedus called “Only the
Strong Survive.”

The 70’s, however, were
not all bad news. Thanks

to Dan Aykroyd and John
Belushi’s cover of “Soul
Man,” performed as The
Blues Brothers on “Sat-
urday Night Live” there
was renewed interest in
the duo’s music, look, and
athletic dancing.

Sam married Joyce
McRae in 1982, who be-
came his manager and
advocate. While the FDA
and NIDA were conduct-
ing clinical trials of the an-
ti-opiate Naltrexane which
blocks the opiate receptors
in the brain, Joyce was
able to get Sam into the
program and saved him
from a death due to heroin
addiction. Joyce gives full
credit to what she calls a
God-wink, and Sam began
a celebrated solo career.

Over the years, Sam
became a mainstay per-
former at the Kennedy
Center. He performed for
six presidents — Jimmy
Carter, George H. W.
Bush, Bill Clinton, George
W. Bush, Barack Obama,
and Donald Trump. At
Dan Aykroyd’s 50th birth-
day, Sam performed with
Clinton, who played the
saxophone to accompany
him. He also performed
for Barack Obama at the

White House.
More than once, Bruce
Springsteen loudly and

proudly introduced Sam
as “The greatest living
soul singer on the planet!”
Springsteen invited him
to sing on his “Human
Touch” album, and again
in 2023 on his collec-
tion of R&B covers (also
called “Only the Strong
Survive”). When the Rock
& Roll Hall of Fame cel-
ebrated its 25th birthday at
Madison Square Garden,
Springsteen featured Sam
to much fanfare.

Moore was also a vocal
advocate for the rights of
performers. With his wife,
he testified often in Wash-
ington for a performer’s
royalty on records played
on AM & FM radio. This
has still not been re-
solved by Congress. Sam
has said it would be life-
changing money for him-
self, his peers and every
American phono record-
ing artist whose music is
played on AM/FM radio
and worldwide. All other
countries who collect on
behalf of artists includ-
ing Americans, do not pay
any collected broadcast
performance royalties due

to lack of reciprocity.
(Only songwriters and
publishers get paid from
airplay on the radio.)
Sam was passionate
about the subject.

Sam’s legacy as a
solo artist was cemented
when he was finally able
to recover and release
the King Curtis album,
“Plenty Good Loving,”
in 2002. It was met with
four star reviews. Both
Ertegun and Wexler
publicly regretted not
having initially released
it. In 2006, Sam made a
triumphant return with
his first album in thirty
years, ‘Overnight Sen-
sational,” which featured
Springsteen, Sting, Bon
Jovi and a galaxy of
other stars produced by
American Idol’s Randy
Jackson. He was nomi-
nated for a Grammy
Award with Billy Pres-
ton on their duet of “You
Are So Beautiful.” He
was welcomed, as al-
ways, to the David Let-
terman show, the To-
night Show, and all the
morning shows.

In recent years, Sam
received a Special Merit
Lifetime Achievement
Award from the Gram-
mys. He also continued
to perform on a steady
basis until the pandem-
ic. His voice was heard
recently on a Starbucks
commercial  featuring
the Sam & Dave ver-
sion of “Hold On I'm
Coming.” He was of-
ten asked to perform at
high-profile prestigious
occasions. For example:
Aretha Franklin asked
him to sing at the funer-
al for her sister, singer
Erma Franklin. Eddie
Murphy requested Sam
to perform at his Kenne-
dy Center Mark Twain
award.

Condolences to Joyce,
their daughter Michelle,
and grandchildren Tash,
and Misha. To say Sam
will be much missed is
an understatement. Sam
never stopped record-
ing. He was working
on a gospel album with
Rudy Perez dedicated to
his mother. Sam’s voice
remained intact. It was
an extraordinary instru-
ment he knew was a gift
from God and gifted to
the finest human being.

Editorial & Comments

Something to Consider:

By: Brenda Cochran
Contributing Writer

When you read the
title of this commen-
tary, you might think of
using a charge in order
to purchase something
or even what one thinks
of in terms of watch-
ing a bull fight, but this
Charge is referring to
walking in God’s Way
by keeping His com-
mandments.

In the case of this ti-
tle, the idea of a Spiritu-
al Charge is discussed.

A Spiritual Charge
can refer to things like
studying scripture, hav-
ing personal prayer,
attending a seminary,
writing in your journal,
or serving others.

Following Your ‘“Charge” In 2025

These actions may
seem small, but they can
make a big difference in
one’s life. In religion, the
word could have multiple
meanings including:

* A task or responsibil-
ity. 2) In Christianity, a
charge is a duty or respon-
sibility that is entrusted to
someone. An example is
in 2 Timothy, where Tim-
othy is charged to do the
work of an evangelist, as
full proof of his ministry,
3) A charge could also be
a burden of expense.

Basically, a charge
means fulfilling your ob-
ligation to God by: Keep-
ing God’s Statues. Com-
mandments, Precepts, and
testimonies, Walking in
God’s Ways, Loving God,

and being ready and brave
to tell the Good News of
Jesus Christ, and also de-
fending your faith against
false teachings.
Following your charge
in your lives today means
taking active responsibil-
ity for your actions, vi-
sions and the direction
of your life, essentially
steering your own path
and choices; this implies
being proactive, setting
goals, actively pursuing
what you want to achieve,
rather than passively let-
ting life happen to you.
When we are taking
control of our lives means
having more power to
make decisions and more
influence over on how our
destiny proceeds. This

leads to more happiness,
satisfaction and fulfill-
ment.

By not taking charge of
your life, you risk: other
people and exterior events

And controlling your
emotions and actions.

Now, the following are
five tips of controlling
your life: 1) Being your
best self regardless of the
situation, 2) Always see-
ing the positive in certain
situations,

e Learning to love your-
self, 3) Being grateful for
every moment in your
day,

* Not being afraid of
failure.

If you are wondering
why taking charge of your
own life is important? By
taking the reins of your
life inevitably means
it makes you feel more
self-confident. You will
be feeling that you know
yourself well, that you
decide for yourself and
you do what matters to

you. This then increases
your self-love, self-
esteem, self-acceptance
and self-confidence.

Taking charge of your
life is more than just a
phrase- it’s a commit-
ment to yourself.

When you decide to
take charge of your life,
you’re choosing to tell
your story — ensuring
it’s not just something
happening to you.

While we cannot al-
ways control of what
happens to us in our
lives, we can always
control our reactions to
it.
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Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.
Beta Eta Omega Chapter 90th
Anniversary Archival Exhibit

1 Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated®

¥ =1 T 'r*ll_ i T

7 Join us in the ongoing celebration of the 90th
Anniversary of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.®

Beta Eta Omega Chapter.

Qoth Anniversary
Archival Exhibit

January 13, 2025 - February 28, 2025
Dayton Metro Library Main Branch

215 E. Third St. Dayton, OH 45402
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Second floor, Outside the Dayton Room

This exhibit highlights a few of the many
L= achievements by Beta Eta Omega Chapter,
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc.®
throughout the last nine decades. It is a
curated collection of unique artifacts,
photo?raphs, and documents dating back
ounding of the Chapter in June 1934

to the present day.
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Join us in celebrating
the 90th anniversary of Al-
pha Kappa Alpha Soror-
ity, Inc., Beta Eta Omega
Chapter!

The exhibit will offi-
cially open on Monday,
January 13, 2025, on the
second floor outside the
Dayton Room at the Day-
ton Metro Library, Main
Branch, 215 E. Third

Street, and run through
February 28, 2025. This
special showcase honors
the chapter’s nine decades
of achievements with a
curated collection of ar-
tifacts, photographs, and
documents dating from its
founding in 1934 to the
present day.

This is a unique oppor-
tunity for the Dayton com-

munity to explore and
appreciate the rich his-
tory and enduring leg-
acy of Beta Eta Omega

Chapter.
For additional infor-
mation or questions

contact Paula Cosby at
937-572-7071 or Tyra
Wright at 1-714-642-
9744.

University of Dayton
Homeschooling Movement Grows
Among Black Families

On University of Day-
ton Week: There are
many reasons why parents
would decide to home-
school their kids.

Aaliyah Baker, faculty
member in the department
of educational administra-
tion, details a community
that has found benefits in
the practice.

Dr. Aaliyah Baker is
a community-engaged
scholar and faculty mem-
ber in the Department of
Educational Administra-

Provide Quality Education

By: Bill Gates

As  students and
teachers move into
the second half of the
school year, I'm think-
ing about what educa-
tion means in 2025.
The past five years have
brought unprecedented
challenges—from pan-
demic disruptions to
mental health struggles
to rapid technological
change. They’ve also
reminded me why this
issue matters so deeply
to me: Without a quality
education, I wouldn’t
be where I am today.

But millions of chil-
dren around the world
are missing out on that

opportunity. In the U.S.,
low-income and minor-
ity students face signifi-
cant achievement gaps as
a result, especially in key
areas like math and read-
ing. That’s why improv-
ing education has been a
top priority for the Gates
Foundation.

At the K-12 level, we’re
focused on boosting math
instruction and ensuring
teachers have the train-
ing and support they need.
Given the importance of
a post-secondary degree
or credential for success
nowadays, we’re fund-
ing initiatives to increase
graduation rates, too. That
includes better academic

WWW.DAYTONEQUITY.ORG

WHAT IS POWER?

Looking for a new start? POWER is a
two-week course that trains you for
direct employment. Graduate as a
certified forklift operator after

hands-on training, resume
coaching, & much more, all while

being paid!

Interested? Have questions? QL

Call 937-716-1098 ext.]
Email workforce@daytonequity.org

FE—

and career advising, per-
sonalized learning path-
ways tailored to each stu-
dent, and more affordable
college options. I'm also
a big supporter of the Big
History Project, my favor-
ite online course that uses
science, literature, and
history to tell a coherent
story of the universe—an
approach that helps stu-
dents see the big picture
and develop critical think-
ing skills.

The education space
is rapidly evolving, with
new developments in
teaching and technology
emerging all the time. The
schools I wvisit, books I
read, and discussions I

have with students and
teachers alike all help me
understand the challenges
and opportunities ahead.
It’s a pivotal moment, but
I’m committed to making
sure every student gets a
great education that un-
locks their potential —just
like I did.

THE PATH

1.Register

2.0ne on One Interview
3.Attend Training Daily

Training

Forklift Training
Warehouse Simulation
Financial Strategies
Resume Development
Record Expungement

4. Graduate & become employed
starting at $18 an hour*

S,

MIAMI VALLEY
URBAN LEAGUE

EQUITY

CENTER

.

Aaliyah Baker

tion at the University of
Dayton, School of Educa-
tion and Health Sciences.
Her research engages
critical and postmodern
social theories and meth-
odologies that focus on
the experiences of Black
homeschooling families
and the role of race in edu-
cational achievement and
experiences in schools
and social settings.

More Black families are
choosing to homeschool.
Frustrated by traditional
schools, racism and lim-
ited resources, they report
they seek a more mean-
ingful education for their
children. Many feel tra-
ditional classrooms don’t
reflect their cultural back-
grounds or values. By tak-
ing control of their chil-
dren’s education, these
families believe they can
provide a better path to
success.

Sandra’s story is a per-
fect example. She first
enrolled her children in
a high-achieving neigh-
borhood school. But her
son, despite his potential,
struggled with low grades.
Her daughter faced con-
stant social issues. Sandra
quickly realized, given
the demographics of her
community, her family
was considered an eth-
nic and cultural minority.
This created significant
challenges.

Her decision to home-
school wasn’t just about
escaping the negatives.

Sandra and other Black
parents I interviewed
are creating curricu-
lums that prioritize
academic rigor and
cultural  connections.
They also emphasize
core values like human
dignity and kindness.
Their goal is to infuse
their children’s educa-
tion with cultural and
religious values. Many
Black parents find this
approach boosts their
children’s confidence
and academic success.
It empowers them,
rather than diminishing
their history.

Homeschooling, for
them, is more than just
education. It’s a form
of resistance against
the biases they feel
their children face in
traditional schools. It’s
about creating a space
where they feel their
children can thrive aca-
demically, emotionally
and culturally.

Sandra’s commit-
ment reflects a grow-
ing movement among
Black families. They
want their children to
be well-prepared for
college and careers.
They believe home-
schooling gives them
the power to raise con-
fident, college-ready
kids. They are working
to create brighter fu-
tures for their children,
one lesson plan at a
time.

Learn All About
College with DML
Program

Dayton Metro Li-
brary’s  Kettering-Mo-
raine Branch will host
Questions about Col-
lege? on Thursday, Janu-
ary 16, and February 6,
5:30-6:30 pm.

Dr. Raymond Witte, a
professor and adminis-
trator in higher educa-
tion for over 30 years,
will lead this program by
sharing his experience
and providing clarity
into more core college
issues and challenges.

Parents and teens can
ask questions about
admission procedures,
scholarships, credit
transfers, survival tech-
niques, and more.

Registration is re-
quired for either ses-
sion.

For more informa-
tion and to register if
required, visit Day-
tonMetroLibrary.org
or call the Library’s
Ask Me Line at
937.463.2665.
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Worship At
The Church
Of Your
Choice

COLLEGE HILL COMMUNITY
CHURCH
(corner Philadelphia Dr. and Cornell Dr.)
www.collegehillcommunitychurch.org
937-278-4203
We are a multicultural,
multi-lingual congregation
Morning Worship every Sunday
at 10:30 am

ST. MARGARET’S EPIS

5301 Fre:

Reverend Father
Benjamin E. K. Speare-Hardy I1, Rector

The mission of St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church
is to worship, to serve and to form the spiritual
and moral growth of individuals according to the
teachings of Jesus Christ.

Adul

Office Hours: 10:00 am-2:00pm-Monday-Friday

‘Website: www.stmargaretsdayton.org

‘Worship Service - Sunday 8 AM & 10:30 AM
Sunda

RCHITS

COPAL CHURCH

e Pike, Trotwood, Ohio 45426
Office: 937.837.7741

SERVICE SCHEDULE
t Bible Study - Sunday 9 AM

1y School - Sunday 10:30AM

Mt. Enon Missionary Baptist Church
“Building a Healthy Church to Serve an Unhealthy Society”

(937) 222-0867
FAX: (937) 222-7336

ot d
" e
=

SUNDAY
Sunday School 8:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Services........cc.eeuue. 10:00 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
“Because We AM Prayer Meeting..........cooecueerrreeerrnenss 9:30 a.m.
Care, We Bible Study......cc.eeuuunnes 11:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.
Share” Saturday Pastor Qory J.

Bible StUAYuvrvrrnerrsnsressssssssssssssssnsses 11:00 a.m. Pruitt

1501 W. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Waxi Daztoni OHi 45412

937-268-6729 ~ Office

Join us for a new begmmng

WAYMAN CHAPEL AMML.E. CHURCH
3317 Hoover Avenue ~ Dayton, Ohio 45407

Rev. Gerald A. Cooper, Pastor

Food & Clothing Pantry 10:00 a.m - 1:00 p.m.

Rev. Elmer S. Martin, Pastor
1620 West Fifth Street
Dayton, OH 45402-2910
Church Phone: 937-223-5115

937-267-9804 ~ Fax

Greater Allen AME Church

SUNDAY Fax: 937-223-8872 | S
Church School 9:00 a.m. Email: greater_allen_ame@att.net . | e, .
‘Worship Services 10:00 a.m. r
Church Sunday School.........cccccovivinnnnnecnnd 9:15 a.m.
_ WEDNESDAY Sunday Worship............ccooo.oerveenne 10:45 a.m.
|| Prayer Meeting/Bible Study Noon Women’s Bible Study - Monday....................... 6:30 p.m.

THURSDAY

Noonday Bible Study - Wednesday.
Prayer Meeting - Wednesday........... 7: am.
Bible Study - Wednesday..........cccoeeeeucuccrnnnns 7:30 p.m.

Believers Christian
Fellowship Church
3010 McCall Street, Dayton, OH 45417

Tel. No.: 937-279-9343, Fax: 937-279-9342
Toll Free: 1-844-679-9343
email:bcfchurch@swohio.twcbc.com

Sunday Service..........cocceenieiiiennnn. 9:30 a.m.

Church School - Sunday. ....8:45a.m.

Rev. Dr. William & Wednesday............cccccovveeeniennne 1:00 p.m.
E. Harris, Jr.  Bible Study/Prayer Meeting - Every

Senior Pastor Wednesday starting at.................. 6:00 p.m.

Check out our website: www.believers-christian.or:

Listen to our weekly radio show every Sunday at 8 am on 98.7 FM

Zion Baptist Church

"And 1, if I be lifted up from the Earth, will draw all men unto me."

(937) 275-6906
' Fax 276-6267

ﬂ,_ = Church School
Morning Worship

email: rockney.carter@gmail.com

1684 Earlham Drive ® Davtog OH 45406

Sun?i-ay
Church School Bible Study
Morning Worship. Word & Worship
Reverend Rockney Carter, Tues. Bible Study. : 6:00 p.m.
Senior Pastor Wed. Prayer Meeting........c.ccoeeevvecnineecnnnnnd 6:00 p.m.

Other Ministry War

9:00

Bethel Missionary Baptist Church
401 S. Paul Laurence Dunbar St. - Dayton, Ohio 45407
Rev. Xavier L. Johnson, Senior Pastor
937-222-4373 - Office - Email: offices@bmbcdayton.org

Bethel services are aired on DSTV Time

SUNDAYS
9:30 a.m.
10:45 a.m.
WEDNESDAY
12:00 noon
6:30 p.m.

ner Wednesdays at 3:00 p.m.
and Saturdays at
p.m. Time Warner Cable 992

ZION HILL MISSIONARY BAPTIST
CHURCH

Rev. Dr. Junior F. Greenlee - Pastor

Church School .......... 9:00 AM
Morning Worship....10:55 AM
Wed. Prayer Service..6:00 PM

Ethan Temple Seventh Day
Adventist Church
4000 Shiloh Springs Road, Clayton, Ohio 45315
(937) 837-9326 « www.ethantemplesda.org

ZION HILL BAPTIST
THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTE
Mondays & Fridays - 6:00 p.m.

“Forever Learning And Not Coming
To The Full Knowledge Of Truth”
263-6104 or 837-2486

Fax 263-0627
1900 W. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Way

Sabbath School
Morning Worship
Mid Week Prayer Service
7:00 p.m.
Dr. William T. Cox, Sr., Pastor

SHILOH BAPTIST CHURCH

3801 Fairbanks Avenue
Office: 937-268-6711 Fax: 937-221-8040

Rev. Dr. Marcettes Cunningham,
D.Min., Pastor
Sunday School 9:30 a.m
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m
‘Wednesday
Prayer/Bible Study, 12:00 & 7:00 p.m.
Evening Prayer, 6:30 p.m.

Dixon United Methodist Church

1691 Infirmary Rd. — Dayton, OH 45417

Church Phone:

(937) 835-3366
Email:
Dixonumec1691@gmail.com
Website:
Dixonumedayton.org

Sunday School........ccccceeveenennn. 10:00 a.m.

. Sunday Morning Worship............ 11:00 a.m.

Midweek Bible Study- Wednesday...........
6:00-7:30 p.m. Via Zoom

Prayer Meeting - Saturday............ 10:00 a.m.

Text In Prayer Request 1-888-646-9678

Dr. Bridget D.
Weatherspoon, Pastor

Advertise
Your
Church
in the
Dayton
Weekly News

Religion

7 Articles to Grow Your Faith in 2025

Floyd Mayweather
Offers Help to
Displaced California
Fire Victims

MY THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS
ARE WITH EVERYONE IN CALIFORNIA

DURING THIS DIFFICULT TIME

CONTACT US FOR

Floyd Mayweather has
reached out to those af-
fected by the ongoing
fires in California as the
blazes continue to burn.

The five-weight world
champion and Hall of
Famer offered assis-
tance to disaster victims,
which has misplaced
families and left homes
at risk.

Mayweather will re-
view any requests for
housing and supplies be-
fore his team steps in to
give aid. The boxing leg-
end said, “My thoughts
and prayers are with ev-
eryone in California dur-
ing this difficult time.

“If you have been dis-
placed by the fires and
are in need of assistance,
please don’t hesitate
to contact us at info@
vadaproperties.com.
My team will review
your request and do our
very best to help. Stay
strong.”

It’s not the first time
Mayweather has offered
help during uncertain
times, and it undoubt-
edly won’t be the last.

President Biden as-

sured everyone in the re-
gion that emergency ser-
vices are doing their best
to assist with the raging
infernos that have shocked
the world over the past
few days.

Biden stated, “I’'m an-
nouncing that the federal
government will cover
one hundred percent of
the cost of measures to
protect lives and property
in Southern California for
six months.

“I’ve told the Governor
and officials to spare no
expense and do whatever
they need to contain the
fires and protect families.”

California Governor
Gavin Newsom offered an
update on the situation as
people in the area try to
help as much as possible.

The selfless acts we’re
seeing as we fight the
fires in LA are extraordi-
nary. Good Samaritans are
jumping to aid neighbors.
Humanitarians like Chef
Jose Andres provide meals
to responders. Biparti-
san support from leaders
across the US. California
thanks you for your gen-
erosity.”

It’s 2025 and there’s
no better way to start the
new year than with God.
In this blogpost, I'll pro-
vide Shining Ever Bright-
er’s top seven blogpost to
help you grow in your
faith in 2025, boldly pur-
sue God, and get the wis-
dom you need to accom-
plish your goals.

1: Tips for New Chris-
tians to Start Reading
the Bible

Bible opened to book
of Proverbs and sur-
rounded by greenery

This article is great for
those who are starting to
read the Bible for the
first time. You’ll get tips
on how to pick a Bible
translation, finding time
to read the Bible, and
where to start your jour-
ney in the Bible.

2: I'm Saved! What to
Do After Getting Saved

P

+ -

Sunrise and rainbow
OVer a Cross

Many people start their
journey of faith as part of
their New Year’s Resolu-
tions. If that’s you, read
this article! It will provide
your next steps in the faith
such as getting started
with prayer, discipleship,
and more.

4: Learn to Use the Bi-
ble in Everyday Life

e

Woman in chambray
shirt reading Bible

If you have trouble ap-
plying the Bible’s princi-
ples to your daily life, read
this article! It will provide
helpful tips to help you
begin to properly discern
God’s word and use it to
make life decisions.

5: Tips to Jumpstart
Your Prayer Life

A
L

Woman praying to
jumpstart faith in front
of mountain

Is your prayer life
feeling a bit ho-hum?
This article will help
you reignite your prayer

3: How to Find a Great
Church

Church on a hillside
next to a body of water on
a cloudy day

Looking for a church?
Finding a good church is

essential to growing in time. In this artigle
your faith. This article will ~ you’ll learn about in-
provide tips for you to as- ~ corporating  worship,

using prayer tools, and
consulting the Bible to
jumpstart your prayer
time with God.

sess if a church is right for
you.

Church Events?

Let the Public know... Advertise in the

Dayton Weekly News.
Contact for information to (937) 397-7796
or email to DaytonWeek @aol.com

6: Hearing God’s
Voice: A Guide for Be-
ginners

It can be intimidating
and confusing to pursue
hearing God’s voice as
a new believer. Yet, we
are all called to hear the
voice of God. In John
10:27, Jesus clearly stat-
ed that His sheep hear
His voice. If you’re new
to hearing the voice of
God, check out this ar-
ticle. You’ll learn about
the different ways God
speaks and how you can
better hear His voice.

7: Tips You May Nev-
er Have Heard About
How to Find Your Call-
ing

e
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Y

Woman smiling and
forming heart with
hands represents loving
self because designed
for God’s calling

Did you know that
God has a purpose for
all of us? If you’re hav-
ing trouble discerning
your calling, take a look
at this article. There’s
also a follow-up article
with even more tips to
you help your in faith
and find God’s plan for
your life in 2025.
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Notre Dame and Ohio
State will face off in the
2025 College Football
Playoff National Cham-
pionship Game on Jan.
20 at Mercedes-Benz
Stadium in Atlanta.

The Buckeyes
punched their ticket to
the showdown by de-
feating Texas on Friday,
28-14, in the second of
this season's two semifi-
nals, one day after Notre
Dame topped Penn
State, 27-24, in the other
semifinal.

The national title game
pits two of college foot-
ball's stingiest defenses
against one another. Of
the two programs, Ohio
State certainly leads the
way in raw talent -- and
NFL prospects -- with
the impressive roster
coach Ryan Day has as-
sembled. But Marcus
Freeman's Fighting Irish
team has played with

great synergy this season
and will have an excellent
chance to win it all.

Here are three things
you need to know about
the championship game
matchup, with an eye on
the 2025 NFL Draft (April
24-26 in Green Bay, Wis-
consin):

1) Big stage for Senior
Bowl-bound QBs.

Both quarterbacks,

Notre Dame’s Riley Leon-
ard and Ohio State’s Will
Howard, were with differ-
ent programs when these
teams met in 2023 (a 17-
14 Buckeyes win). Each
has helped shape their
teams’ success this sea-
son, and both Leonard and
Howard are also commit-
ted to play in next month’s
Reese’s Senior Bowl.
Leonard is a dual-threat

QB who relies on his
running quite a bit, es-
pecially in short-yardage
situations. He’s run for 16
touchdowns in 15 games
this season, including one
in Thursday’s win over
Penn State, keying the sec-
ond-half comeback. Leon-
ard’s passing has been
hot and cold this season,
and his interceptions have
been on the rise in the sec-

Sports

Ohio State to Face Notre Dame in College Football Playoff National
Championship Game

ond half of the season, but
he has made several big
throws during the Irish’s
playoff run.

Howard took heat for
his play in the loss to
Michigan, but he’s put that
behind him in the playoff,
although his interception
early in the second half
against Texas stopped
Ohio State’s momentum,
at least for a while. He’s
a big, sturdy passer with
enough athleticism to be
a run threat, too. All the
tools are there for him to
be an NFL quarterback,
but pressure can lead to
flawed mechanics and off-
target throws.

2) Major edge for Ohio
State in offensive play-
makers.

It helps that Howard has
two of the best receivers
in the country on his team.
Emeka Egbuka returned
to school and improved
his play from an uneven

Marcus Freeman Reacts to Becoming First Black Coach
to Make National Championship: ‘It is an Honor’

When Notre Dame
takes the field at Mer-
cedes-Benz Stadium
in the College Football
Playoff national cham-
pionship, it will look for
its 12th national cham-
pionship. But for Fight-
ing Irish coach Marcus
Freeman , there’s a bit
more history in play.

Freeman is the first
Black head coach to
play for a national title
in college football his-
tory. He and the Fight-
ing Irish will now await
their opponent — either
Texas or Ohio State — in
the championship game
on Jan. 20. But no mat-
ter what happens that
day, Freeman will make
history.

Freeman previously
acknowledged the hon-
or , but deferred to his
team’s success for get-
ting him there. He struck
a similar tone Thursday
night, but also offered a
message about what it

Five Activit

Snow days can be dif-
ficult for parents, but
for kids, it's a magical
day off of school, where
they can build snow-
men, have snowball
fights, or for those in
Chillicothe, sled down
University Hill.

But after a while, it
gets too cold and too
wet for children to be
frolicking out in the
SNOW.

Here's a list of snow-
related activities that
you can do from the
comfort of your home,
instead of your children
staring at a screen all
day.

1. Make
cream

Have an ice cream
social, but with a twist!
According to a recipe by
Allrecipes.com , taking
8 cups of fresh snow, 1
can of condensed milk
and a tablespoon of va-
nilla, you have yourself
anice bowl of ice cream.

snow ice

2. Make a blanket fort
Stay warm and have
fun by taking cushions,

means to be a coach at all.
“I’ve said this before.
I don’t ever want to take
attention away from the
team,” Freeman told
ESPN’s Molly McGrath
during the Orange Bowl
trophy ceremony. “It is
an honor. And I hope all
coaches — minorities,
Black, Asian, white, it
doesn’t matter — great peo-
ple continue to get oppor-
tunities to lead young men
like this. But this ain’t
about me. This is about
us. We’re gonna celebrate
what we’ve done, because
it’s something special.”
Notre Dame struggled
mightily in the first half of
Thursday’s game, scoring
just three points on a field
goal just before halftime.
But the Fighting Irish of-
fense broke out in the sec-
ond half, starting with a
Riley Leonard touchdown
to begin the third quarter.
From there, they scored
24 points between the
third and fourth quarters,

chairs and blankets and

turning any room into a
magical place for games,
reading and make-believe.

3. Arts and crafts

Whether it be creating
a snowman out of paper
plates and glue, creat-
ing original snowflakes
with paper and scissors,

ies To Do

Marcus Freeman, Notre Dame

capped by Mitch Jeter’s
go-ahead field goal with
seven seconds left that
held as the game-winner.

After those first-half
struggles, Freeman had
to get Notre Dame on the
right track. It’s safe to say
his message resonated,
and Leonard shared what
was said in the locker
room.

“History is written by
conquerors and we’re
holding the pen,” Leonard

or drawing and coloring
something of their wildest
imagination, this is a sure
way to keep kids happy
and busy at the same time.

4. Hot chocolate bar

During  those cold
snowy days, setting up a
hot chocolate bar can be
a fun activity to keep ev-

said. “We decide how we
want to write our history.
And I'm a firm believer in
whether you think you can
or you can’t do something,
you’re right. We believe
that we can do it, and we
went out there and did it.”

Notre Dame’s national
championship appearance
is the program’s first since
2013 — a blowout loss to
Alabama in the same sta-
dium where the Fighting
Irish defeated Penn State

With Children On Snow Days

eryone warm. This activ-
ity is fairly simple, all you
need is a nice mug, hot
chocolate, marshmallows,
whipped cream and candy
canes. Put the ingredients
all together and you have
a perfect cup of hot choco-
late that your kids will
surely want more of.

Thursday night. It contin-
ues a late-season surge in
Marcus Freeman’s third
season at the helm, getting
Notre Dame in striking
distance of its 12th nation-
al championship.

The post Marcus Free-
man reacts to becoming
first Black coach to make
national championship: ‘It
is an honor’ appeared first
on On3 .

o

5. Indoor snowball fight

If it's too cold outside
for a "real" snowball fight,
parents can bring it inside.
Whether it be with plush
stuffed animals or with
rolled-up socks, children
can still have the experi-
ence of a snowball fight
without having to bundle

up.

2023 season, but fresh-
man Jeremiah Smith is
the Buckeyes’ most ex-
plosive playmaker and
standout  sophomore
Carnell Tate led the
team in receiving on
Friday. They will test
Notre Dame’s excellent

secondary.
The Buckeyes are
balanced offensively,

able to fire the ball
downfield to their array
of pass catchers or lean
on their pair of gifted
running backs.

OSU RBs Quinshon
Judkins and TreVeyon
Henderson can run
with power, contact
balance and speed, as
Henderson showed on
a 75-yard TD catch on
a screen pass against
Texas. The Buckeyes’
offensive line has taken
some health hits and is
missing Josh Simmons
and Seth McLaughlin,
but the unit has held
together well so far in
the playoffs. Dono-
van Jackson is playing
out of position at left
tackle, but he’s handled
himself well.

3) Stingy defenses
feature plenty of NFL
talent.

Most  of  Notre
Dame’s NFL prospects
are on defense. De-
fensive tackle Howard
Cross III (son of the
former Giants tight
end) sets the tone up
front. Fellow senior,
linebacker Jack Kiser,
is another NFL pros-
pect; his instincts and
run defense should give
him a shot to make it in
the league.

Notre Dame safety
Xavier Watts (Senior
Bowl commit) and
slot cornerback Jor-
dan Clark (East-West
Shrine Bowl commit)
are some of the leaders
in the secondary. Watts
is a do-it-all defender
who has had a high-
light-reel season, pick-
ing off six passes.

This defense, and
specifically the second-
ary, will have its hands
full all game with the
talented Buckeyes of-
fense. But if Notre
Dame can win battles
up front, it could dis-
rupt OSU.

As for the Buckeyes
defense, the unit’s sec-
ondary is led by Ala-
bama transfer Caleb
Downs, a sophomore
who sealed the win over
Texas with an intercep-
tion. But there are vet-
eran pieces across the
group, including safety
Lathan Ransom, CBs
Denzel Burke and Da-
vison Igbinosun and
nickelback Jordan
Hancock. Ohio State’s
strength  defensively
is up front. Edge rush-
ers Jack Sawyer and JT
Tuimoloau are a terrific
duo, just as relentless
as pass rushers as they
are taking on the run.
Sawyer made the play
of the game on Friday
with his fumble return
for a touchdown after
his strip-sack late in the
fourth quarter. OSU is
also anchored inside by
the strong DT duo of
Tyleik Williams and Ty
Hamilton.
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Maintaining Good Balance Is

A couple walk on a sidewalk.

Taking a  show-
er. Grocery  shop-
ping. Moving around
the kitchen. Getting
dressed. The underap-
preciated link between
these mundane activi-
ties is good balance,
which geriatricians say
is key to maintaining an
independent lifestyle as
we age.

Lacking balance can
be dangerous. In the
U.S., 3 million older
people seek medical
care for fall-related
injuries each year, ac-
cording to the Centers
for Disease Control.
But falls are not inevi-
table, said Roopa An-
molsingh, a geriatrician
who created the Cleve-
land Clinic’s balance
classes.

“Some people have a
misconception that part
of getting old is, you’re
going to fall. That’s not
true,” Anmolsingh said.
“You can control how
you fall, or if you fall.”

To prevent falls, geri-

atricians say people
should start asking
themselves  questions

about their balance as
early as 50 years old.

Do I ever feel un-
steady?

Besides muscles and
bones, other systems in
the body can affect bal-
ance, so it’s important
to have a doctor check
you if you ever feel
unsteady, even if only
occasionally. The cause
could be related to
blood pressure, a medi-
cation, inner-ear func-
tion, a nervous system
issue or countless other
potential problems.

Even if unsteadiness
is not an issue, you can

determine whether you still
might need an intervention
with an easy at-home as-
sessment.

Standing next to a wall
or something that can lend
support if needed, raise one
leg. If you can balance on
each leg for 10 seconds,
you should be fine, said
Greg W. Hartley, a Univer-
sity of Miami professor of
physical therapy specializ-
ing in geriatrics.

“If you can’t do that,
then you should probably
go see a physical thera-
pist,” he said.

Another assessment,
which Hartley recom-
mended doing supervised,
is called TUG, for “timed
up and go.” Sit in a chair
and start a timer when
you stand. Walk 10 feet
(3 meters), come back and
stop the timer upon sitting
back down. If it takes lon-
ger than 15 seconds, the
risk for a fall is very high.
Twelve seconds or less, the
likelihood of a fall is al-
most zero.

The National Council on
Aging offers an online re-
source to assess the risk of
a fall with questions about
medications, whether you
worry about falling and if
you have trouble stepping
over a curb, among others.

What can I do to improve
balance?

Because muscle mass
begins to decline in most
people during their 30s,
geriatricians say the best
way to preserve good bal-
ance is to stay physically
active throughout life. But
it’s never too late to start
prioritizing it, Anmolsingh
said.

Tai chi and yoga are
particularly good for older
adults because they in-
volve controlled move-

ments while shifting body
weight. There also are in-
dividual exercises people
can work into their every-
day lives.

Anmolsingh recom-
mended standing on one
foot while waiting in line
at the grocery store. At
home, try sitting up and
down from a chair sev-
eral times without using
arm rests. While holding
onto a chair or the wall, do
three-way leg lifts on each
side, lifting a leg to the
front, side and then back.
At the kitchen counter,
take a few steps to the side
in each direction.

How often should I do
the exercises?

For general physical ac-
tivity, which will improve
balance as well as mood
and overall health, the Na-
tional Institute of Aging
recommends at least 150
minutes per week. That
should include a mixture
of stretching to improve
flexibility, an aerobic ac-
tivity increasing the heart
rate and strength training
with weights or resistance
bands.

For balance-specific
exercises, it’s particular-
ly important to do them
regularly because it takes
at least 50 hours of train-
ing to have a measurable
impact, Hartley said. Be-
sides strengthening the
associated muscles, doing
exercises repetitively for
extended periods trains
the brain to react properly
when you slip or trip.

“Just like an athlete
needs to do repetition to
train for a sport, you're
doing repetition to train
for everyday balance ac-
tivities,” he said.

LEARN THE SKILLS YOU NEED TO LAUNCH

YOUR TECH CAREER—FOR FREE!

INJUST 20 WEEKS, ¥OU WILL RECEIVE:

= Part-time, instructor-led tech skllis tralnlhg

= Pald Interrship opporunities
Cipportunity to @am hdustry-recoghized cerificatiohs
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= Jobplacement assistahce

Axailable for young adults ages 18-26, military
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Blood Donation Critical Following
Holiday Slump

January marks Blood Donor Awareness Month nationally and
in Ohio, a reminder that the need for blood never takes a break.

As the winter holidays
wrap and Ohioans turn
their focus to catching up
at school and work, local
officials are worried about
possible life-threatening
blood shortages in the
coming weeks. Winter
storms are posing an even
greater threat to the blood
supply.

“Typically, our goal is to
have 300 to 350 donors a
day, and we’ve been lucky
to get 200 daily over the
past two weeks,” said Tra-
cy Morgan, Vice President
for Donor Services at Ver-
siti Blood Center of Ohio.
“That deficit is catching
up.”

The winter months often
see a drop in donors due to
travel, seasonal illnesses
and severe weather. Mon-
day’s winter storm, for
example, led to the rare
closure of Versiti Blood
Center of Ohio’s Dayton
Community Blood Center
and the cancelation of mo-
bile blood drives.

But as Morgan notes,
the need for blood dona-
tion remains persistent —
and a healthy blood supply

is particularly critical at a
time when people may be
more likely to experience
health crises or weather-
related emergencies.

In part to encourage
more donations after the
holidays, January has been
declared Blood Donor
Awareness Month both
nationally and in Ohio.

“Even if you’re focused
on getting back to a rou-
tine, we’re still in need of
blood in the new year,”
Morgan said. “It only
takes a lunch break — less
than an hour — to save as
many as three lives.”

All blood types are
needed, though A-nega-
tive and O-negative, the
universal blood type, are
in lowest supply.

Proactive blood dona-
tion ensures that life-sav-
ing resources are readily
available for unforeseen
emergencies; blood dona-
tion commonly supports
victims of traumatic acci-
dents, cancer patients and
those undergoing an organ
transplant. Blood transfu-
sions are also needed in
one out of every 83 baby

deliveries in the U.S.

“Blood shortages aren't
just statistics — they
mean real lives hanging
in the balance,” Morgan
said. “When hospitals
run out of blood, critical
treatments are delayed,
surgeries are postponed,
and lives are at risk.”

Donors can give blood
six times a year through
a safe, simple process.
Walk-ins are welcome at
the Versiti Blood Center
of Ohio’s Dayton Com-
munity Blood Center,
or donors can make an
appointment by call-
ing (937) 461-3220. To
register online or find
a blood drive near you,
visit  versitidayton.org/
blood-donation.

Versiti Blood Center
of Ohio’s Dayton Com-
munity Blood Center,
formerly Solvita Blood
Center, has served the
local community for 60
years, and its commit-
ment to helping neigh-
bors in need remains un-
wavering.

DML Welcomes Public Health and
Other Wellness Programs

Dayton Metro Library
Branches will host a se-
ries led by Public Health
— Dayton & Montgomery
County’s Chronic Disease
Prevention program, in
addition to several other
health and wellness pro-
grams throughout January.

Hypertension with
Public Health — Dayton
& Montgomery County
will give adult patrons a
chance to discuss what
high blood pressure is,
what the numbers mean,
how it affects the body,
when to be concerned, and
what measures to take to
prevent or control it.

Registration is required
for all sessions, which will
be held at the following
Branches:

Kettering-Moraine
Branch, Monday, January
13,6-7 pm

Burkhardt Branch,
Wednesday, January 22,
11 am-12 pm
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West Branch, Monday,
February 3, 6-7 pm

Miami Township
Branch, Monday, Febru-
ary 10, 6-7 pm

West Carrollton Branch,
Thursday, February 13, 11
am-12 pm

Trotwood Branch, Tues-
day, February 18, 6-7 pm

Electra  C. Doren
Branch, Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 19,11 am-12 pm

Wilmington-Stroop
Branch, Monday, Febru-
ary 24, 6-7 pm

Additional health and
wellness programs taking
place at Dayton Metro Li-
brary include:

Mindfulness  Meetup,
Huber Heights Branch,
Monday, January 13 and
27,and February 3,10, and
24,5:15-5:45 pm: Practice
a new mindfulness tech-
nique every week, includ-
ing breathing exercises,
journaling,  meditation,
and more. (Adults)

Heart Healthy Eating,
Miami Township Branch,
Tuesday, January 14, 3-4
pm: Patrons will learn
how to take care of their
heart with experts from
Kettering Health, includ-
ing best practices, what to
shop for, and how to read
labels. Registration is re-
quired. (Adults)

Wellness Wednes-
day, Trotwood Branch,
Wednesday, January 15,
3:30-4:30 pm: Learn self-
care and mindfulness
techniques. (Teens)

Line Dancing: Learn

new moves and have fun
listening to a variety of
music. (All Ages)

Trotwood Branch,
Tuesday, January 21, 6-7
pm

Northwest Branch,

Thursday, January 23,
6-7 pm

West Branch, Tuesday,
January 28, 6-7 pm

Miamisburg Branch,
Thursday, January 30,
6-7 pm

Kids n’ Docs, Ketter-
ing-Moraine Branch,
Wednesday, January 22,
4-5 pm: Learn about
medical techniques, in-
struments, and personnel
from Boonshoft School
of Medicine students
— never fear the doctor
again! (PreK-K)

Adulting 101, Main
Library, 1st Floor Con-
ference Room, Teen
Edge, Thursday, January
23, 4-5 pm: Gain im-
portant life skills, such
as doing taxes, mend-
ing clothes, managing
a schedule, and more!
(Teens)

No Equipment, No
Problem, New Leba-
non Branch, Thursday,
January 23, 6-7 pm: Get
fit without a gym mem-
bership with Kettering
Health Community Out-
reach. (Adults)

For more informa-
tion and to register if
required, visit Dayton-
MetroLibrary.org or call
the Library’s Ask Me
Line at 937.463.2665.
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